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Lesson Calendar 


Golden-Text for the Quarter : Righteousness exalteth a nation ; but 
ein i is a reproach to any people.—Prov.'14 > 34. 
3- January 17.—The Call of Gideon. ._ 
& anuary 24.—Gidéon and the Three Hundred 

anuary 31.—The Birth of Samson (Tem- 
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. February 7.—Ruth fh boses the ‘True God" 

. February 14,+-Samuel Called to be a 
; . Prophet 1 Sam. 1 
8. February o1.—-The Death of Eliand his Sons. . 

. February 28.—Samuel, the Victorious Leader 

. March 7.—Saul Anointed King 

..March 14.—Saul. Gains his Kingdom 
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1 Sam. 7: 3-17 

1 Sam. 8-10 

1 Sam, rk 

1 Sam. 14: 1-46 
eview: God’s Mercies to Disobedient Israel. 


fT; (THERE is.a society,’’ says Ruskin, ‘‘ continually 
: open to us, of people who will talk to us as 
long as we like, whatever our rank or occupation :— 
‘talk to usin the best words they can choose, and with 
thanks if we listen to them,.. . kings and statesmen 
lingering patiently in those Plainly furnished and nar- 
row anterooms, our bookcase shelves.’’ When you 
add to the company on your own book-shelves, will 
you let this paper help you through its book reviews 
and advertising columns? 


The Market-Place 
By Eugene C. Foster 


HERE’s a busy mart not far away, 
Where the souls of men are sold; 
Some fetch a-price in Pleasure’s coin, 
And some, 1 have heard, bring gold. 


Not a single one has sold at par; 
And the sale is full of risk, 

For the coin they bring is’a transient thing— 
Yet trading is always brisk ! 


Is your soul there at the market-place 
Biding its turn to be bought ? 

Is pleasure or gold enough to get, 
-For a life which God has wrought ? 





His Invitation 

Times without limit we may return to God. The 
only thing that éver prevents our return, in this age 
of grace, is not God's unwiilingness, but our own. 
Whenever we will to return, he is more than willing 
to receive us. He is living to-day in an attitude of 
incessant forgiveness of all sins that are brought to 
him. That is what Christ's ever living to make in- 
tercession for us means. When our Lord told Peter 
that, if a brother sinned against him, he was to for- 
give him seventy times seven, our Lord was%mot ask- 
ing Peter to go farther than He himself goes in his 
forgiveness. One of the deadliest effects of our back- 
sliding, our sinning against the loving grace of God 
that we-have known so fully, is the Subtle temptation 


Peter, 


to doubt-whether~he can forgive us again, That 
temptation is the Devil's worst lie. Yielding to it 
matks the difference between lost Judas and saved 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is-a Saviour of back- 
sliders. We may think that our own backsliding has 
gone beyond all limits. But the infinite reach of his 
forgiveness is as far beyond the uttermost limit of our 
worst backsliding as are all the oceans of the world 
beyond a single drop of water. Let us come back now. 


ya 
Shaking Hands Thankfully 


-’ We forget what to be thankful for. It was un- 
usual to hear a Christian woman in prayer recently 


thanking God that we have the privilege of greeting 


one another by the cordial handshake, She had 
been a missionary to lepers. Some of her friends have 
no hands. Others dare not touch the hand of one 
that is free from leprosy. _ Missionaries to the lepers 
have a keen sense of things to be thankful for. In 
many ways God is trying to teach us what he means 
when he tells his children to-give thanks én everything. 
FF 

Faith’s Food 

Facts.ate faith's tood. If we want to have strong 
faith, we must find some substantial facts to base our 
faith upon. . The instant we begin to think more about 
our faith than about the facts upon which it rests, our 
faith begins to weaken, as well it should, For faith 
that feeds upon itself destroys itself, —indeed, it is not 
then faith at all, If, in ‘drawing a bank check, you 
have unlimited confidence in the bank upon which it 
is drawn, your-real reason for believing that that check 
is going to be honored is your knowledge that there is 
in the bank a great deal more than enough money to 


< 


«the honor where it belongs is to 


ory 

pay the check, Your senge of confidence en the matter 
rests, not upon your strong belief thati isallright, but 
upon the money that you know is there. Your ‘faith 
in the bank is not what makes'the cliéck-govd% only 


the ‘nionéy ‘in thé bank can maké that check’ géod. 


Business men mignt laugh at you if you gave as your 
chief reason for their accepting your check your un- 
limited confidence in that bank, The thing that in- 
terests them most is, not whether your faith is strong, 
but whether the bankis sound. Your faith and theirs 
feeds upon the fact of the bank's assets. If we need 
more Christian faith, let us take time to think fully, 
thoroughly, about the character, power, and love of 
Jesus Christ. What he is, what he can do, what he 
is doing : these are the facts for our faith to feed upon, 
Are they not sufficient ? 


x 


After Doing Your Duty 
It is always dangereys todo ourduty. It exposes 
the Christian.1¢ one of the worst perils that can, come 
to him. ¥ this is.so is well explained by. the 
advice-that was given-by-an older man to’ one not .s0 
experienced as he; ‘* When the Devil finds that he 
can no longer scare you fram doing. your duty, then 
he pats you on the back and tells you how. well. you 
havedone it.'’ Weare breathing a very dangerous sort 
of poison into our spiritual lungs when we begin to 
think with pride of our duty-doing. . Faith in self 
then begins to crowd out faith in Christ; and that 
means a certain crash unless we are delivered from it, 
The sure safeguard is to remember that we have never 
done a duty well in our life: all, owr duty-doing 
is done, not by ourselves, but by Christ in us, if it 
was in any sense well done. ‘To-insist upon placing 
be saved fromthe 
peril of duty-doing. 


% 


Grudges 


NE of the best-known and wisest of our minis- 

ters was oncé‘asked what he bélieved was the 

F greatest obstacle in the life of the church, and 
he answered ‘in one word, *' Grudges,’’ But the worst 
hindrance in the life of the church is the worst hin- 
drance in life everywhere.” The church only tries 
things out, and shows their worth and .worthlessness 
in a more convincing manner. _ Like all our woes, we 
get more or less accustomed to the presence of grudges 
in our life, and assume that they have to be. ‘We 
little know to what an exient they burden us and 


- lower our efficiency and eclipse our happiness and 


darken’ our understanding. ’ Now and then it is a 
wholesome exercise to go into the matter, and see if 
something cannot be done about it. 

* Of course there is only one feasible thing to do 
about it, and that is to consider our own propensity 
toward harboring a ‘grudge. It is the harm our 
grudges have done us, rather than the injury done us 
by those who have a grievance against us, that we need 
most to consider. We may know hardly anything about 
the extent to which we conceive an enmity against 
any one, because it is all so unconscious. As Boyd 
Carpenter says of hypocrisy, which Jesus rebuked so 
sharply, the worst thing about it was ‘that it was so 
subtle that none of its victims knew they were guilty 
of it. But in our better and clearer moments,’ when 
our faces are turned ‘in the right direction, we know 
that our lives would have been very different if only 
we had not taken up and madé much of some passing 
offense that would have passed quickly enough if 
only we had let it. We see now that it was some- 
thing in ourselves which turned a ttifle into some- 
thing that ‘now has the power to defeat ‘our hap- 
piness, ~- When it happened we could hardly forgive 
the man who gave the offense, and now as we 


-look back on it we can hardly forgive ourselves for 


taking. offense. 
cusable thing. 
It must be said that the disposition to take offense 
is one of the worst of offenses. As we read that list 
of credentials which one of the psalmists gives for 
the man who shall ‘sojourn in thy tabernacle and 
dwell in thy holy hill,’’ he enumerates rather quiet: 
virtues, one of which is that he must not be too ready 
to take up a reproach against his neighbor. None of 
us can evet.do anything right'in the presence of those 
who are disposed to take it wrong, and that disposi- 
tion is one of the worst wrongs in which we ever par- 
ticipate. There is recognized by the law an offense 
called barratry. It is the stirring up and maintaining 
of litigation, or the habit of going to law about every- 
thing. It is true we seldom hear of the offense, and 
it seems not to be. prosecuted very often ; but it is a 
real offense in personal relations and many have 
found themselves silently ruled out of society because 
they commit it s@a@ften. 
} 98 at a loss to know why he is al- 
Fhe can point to a clean ‘personal 
fat he has never injured any one or 
inoy them. Such people are care- 
"Ot to give any direct offense, and 
Why they are always in hot water. 
The trouble is notin anything they have done, but in 
the way they Have taken what others do to them. 
They are. grieved and hurt and slighted until their 
very atmosphere is charged with trouble. Yet they 
can truthfully say they have not done a single thing. 
The peacemakers do not seem busy in manufacturing 
peace. As often as not they do not seem to do any- 
thing at all, and yet in. their wake there foliows a sort 
of quietness, things go well and people are happy, 


The latter. seems altogether the .inex- 


done anythi 
ful and scrupi 








2 
and no one seems to know quite how it pened. 
His opposite is the man in whose track trou seem 


to multiply, and it is not because he directly gave 
trouble, but because he put the worst construction on 
the trouble that other people made, and so perpetu- 
ated it.’ 

This fault is not to be stamped cut of existence, and 
rough, wholesale condemnation of it is not the cure.- 
The man who easily conceives a grievance suffers for 
it more than any one else and needs to be dealt with 
mercifully. He may be changed into a very happy 
being. He may come to find that his fellow-men can 
be far more of an inspiration to him than a burden or 
an annoyance, He may learn that men are not out 
to give him pain, and that, for the most part, they 
would far rather see him pleased. As there are some 
fabrics that take a stain more easily than others do, 
there are natures which receive a hurt more readily 
than others. They are not of necessity poorer natures. 
They. are often finer to start with, and may be finer 
still by the conquest of this difficulty. The chief 
thing for one so constituted is to recognize that he 
does not receive worse treatment than his fellow-men, 
but that he takes it worse and s6 intensifies it. Men 
who have no thought of offending him are almost 
drawn into it by his readiness to take offense. He 
needs to give little thought to what men are likely to 
do or say to him, but to put all thought into a finer 
attitude toward them. We are never more thankful 
to anybody than we are to the person vho takes some 
rough, blundering, and stupid action of ours and acts 
as if it had not happened, Probably the popularity 
of many people who are greatly loved is due not so 
much to’anything they do as to their willingness to 
put the best construction on what others do. They are 
loved much ‘because they have forgiven much. 

But we can hammer away at the fault of grudge-bear- 
ing-with all our reasoning power, and still it may avail 
us little. ‘What most changes us from this evil spirit is 
to feel:stealing over our hearts the great love and 
merey tind grace of God himself. When God's love 
seems-great to us, the offenses and slights of others 
toward us seem small. Ouir misdoings and our faults 
are more: deeply-seated than they seem to be, and 
neafly all of them are rooted in some defective thought 
of God:' The'soul tliat is filled with wonder at God's 
patience and forbearance toward itself will find his 
grudges disappearing, he hardly knows how, and he 














lets them go because he has .no, more heart to keep 

them up, They wither away.. ST eer 
It is not saying too much to say that many men 

have been deprived of their full measure of usefulness 


and the largest exercise of their gifts by this. habit. . It . 


has been very hard for them to let go of a slight, and 
gradually their souls have become -filled with the 
memories of their wrongs. They may try to keep 
their dignity, and they may scrupulously avoid re- 
venge, but the things that have happened to them 
have soured them, and they cannot join in Paul's 
hearty statement that what had happened to him had 
turned out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel. , 

We cannot afford to let our lives be sour A 
grudge corrodes our very nature and halts our facul- 
ties and darkens our vision. .We cannot afford. to 
think worse and worse of our fellow-men, and we 
must realize that quick and decisive action is often 
necessary for us, or this vice will gain an ascendancy 
over us that cannot be thrown off. Before he had gone 
far in his great educational work, Booker T. Washing, 
ton had to endure detraction and criticism and hos- 
tility, and then when he saw it was beginning to tell 
upon him he faced the matter and simply said to 
himself, ‘‘I cannot afford to let another man spoil my 
life.’’ Tie other man might go on and.do what he 


pleased, but he saw that what the result should be. 
really rested with himself. . As we,go, oyt into the 


world day after day our main-anxiety. ought. ta be, not, 
about what men shall.do to us, but about the way we 
are going to take it. ¥ 





Was Man Worth Dying For? 


In your Notes on Open Letters I read, ‘' No sinner ever 
received anything from the Lord because he was worth the 
Lord's giving it to him." I do not believe that, for I be- 
lieve every sinner, even myself, is worth the giving of His 
life. If not, why did he die for me ?—A MAINE READER. 


God's unspeakable Gift is given because God loves, 
not because man isworthy. ‘‘God so loved... that 
he gave."’ Not, ‘* Man so deserved, that God gave.”’ 
‘¢ Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his.Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins,"’ , 

This love of God went out to us when we were sin- 
ners, enemies of Christ, children of wrath, having no 
hope and without God in the world, ‘* But God'’— 
not because he saw that man was worthy, but—‘‘ be- 
ing rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead through our tres- 
passes, made us alive’’ (Eph. 2:4, 5). ‘God com. 
mendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.... While we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God’’ (Rom. § :8, 10). 

But did not God see in each sinner the likeness of 
his own Son? Was he not to bring many sons into 
glory who should be like the Captain of their salva- 
tion? Was there not a worth in the sinner that God 
saw, and did not Christ die because of that worth in 
fallen man? 

It was indeed God's plan to make us like his Son, 
He saw the worthiness of Christ that each man who 
was to be saved would have, but He himself had to 
create that worthiness. It was not in the ‘‘old man’’; 
and so a new creature had to be formed. The man 
who is out of Christ is dead, and in himself is utterly 
worthless. His only worth lies in the fact that Christ 
died for him and thus opened the way for a new crea- 
tion, —for the miracle of the reswyection from death 
to life. 

God needed tw give Christ's righteousness to us 
who had Bove of our own. = ‘* By a ye been 





saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves, it is 


‘the gift of God’’ (Eph, 2:8). And even the saved 
man is not in himself worthy. He is what he is by 
the grace of God, and his righteousness and his works 
are all Christ's. To him, ‘to live is Christ.’’ 

The answer to the ‘‘ why’’ of Christ's dying for us 
is comprehended in that fathomless word ‘‘Grace."’ 


> ad 
From Dan Crawford 


Dan Crawford, the missionary who came out of 
twenty years in Africa a year or two ago and astounded 
England and America with some of the things he had 
to say, has written a letter from Australia to his 
American friends which ought to be passed on to a 
large circle. Here it is,—it needs no comment: 

‘*The African steamer is deflected for troopship 
purposes, so here I am filling in God's interval wigh 
hard holy work. Coming on the train, who should 
sail into my compartment but the Lord Bishop of 
» gaitered and ecclesiastical. We began to 
talk The Only Talk worth talking and he turned out 
to be a godly man with a divine day-and-date conver- 
sion. Then away we went hand in hand into the 





pasture-land of God, feeding each other with the green . 


fresh bits of the land, ‘No,‘ said he, ‘but you give 
me to eat!" So I began and opened the Word to 
him, and the Lord Bishop began to become respon- 
sive and smack his saintly lips. But when he got 
the length of saying, ‘Glory to His Name!" I almost 
thought I heard his ecclesiastical gajters and apron 
groan in disgust at such salvation-talk by a Lord 
Bishop. : 

‘*And now comes phase No. 2 of. the story. In 
the corner of the carriage.is a cold, cultured type of 
man, feeling out of ii Who.is he? He might. be 


: 


gold or he might be mere glitter. . Who could tell ? 


(Oh! the non-committal mask of Mrs. Grundy,) e, 


Bishop, off and on, eyes him while I .am speaking, 


JANUARY 2, 1915" 


and one word dropped and then another draws this 
Mr. No. 4 into the talk, ss % 
» ** And now the mask falls off, the. fire likewise kin- 


” @les in his eager eye, and the Lord, precious to us, is 


also precious to him. Now we are three,—yea, a 
holy, happy three, each giving to each with gladness. 
Watch the sacred sequence, please: God started me, 
I start the Bishop, and his Lordship starts No. 3. By- 
the-bye, I call him advisedly by this name, ‘ Mr. 
No, . 3,'. for the beaming and twinkling Bishop 


-1-. chuckled across at-himn-when-we-two. alobe had. the 


time,, and. said, ‘Where two OR THREE—.. . 


: Won’t you join in?’ And come he did, dear old Mr, : 
No, 3! , 


*« Next comes the third phase, The Lord has bow 9 
tured the whole carriage, —but no! that is not enough. 
Then up gets the Lord Bishop and says, ‘I'm off to 
bring somebody.’ Who is this somebody? Well, it 
seems the Bishop has an eye in his head, and he saw 
a certain lady of the butterfly brand join the same 
train as we did. he 

*«* Now,’ says the Bishop, ‘1 do not know this lady 
personally, but I must bring her along, fer she is do- 
ing a lot of barm in my flock, and one gizl came to 
me the other day with. dark, dangerous views about 
God and eternity, all taught her by this special lady.’ 
. ‘So away went the Bishop.down the train corridor 
to stalk this big game. (Shut your eyes, and ‘think 
of a shepherd of souls with gaiters and apron pom- 
pously going after a lost sheep and digging her out.) 
‘Will he succeed ? ; 

‘‘How he did it. I-cannot tell, but the stranger 


Bishop told the stranger lady that come she must, as . 


the chance of a lifetime was now passing. So.up the 
train corridor. she came, and here he is introducing a 
lady \into our conventicle. And now I begin, not 
looking at her.(oh, no! that would spoil matters), but 
speaking obliquely to my two -pals, speaking on the 
edge of eternity,—yes, stabbing, stinging words: for 
God 


‘‘And the result?. No! it did not come quickly, 
but it came,—yes, came at last. And she left the 
Carriage radiant and glad we had ever met. Picture 
our good-byes, picture our smiling souls looking out 


of smiling. .eyes..;; And. little wonder we parted glad. 
iwe, ever. met)-+for: we are going ito: meet forever where: : 


there is no parting. ‘ 


“How ‘doth He lead them ? 

This they cannot tell ; 
They only know 

He doeth all things well. 


Loyally, 


x 
“The Angel of the Garden” 


Mr. Ridgway receives many interesting letters 
from readers to whom ‘‘The Busy Men’s Corner’’ 
means more than any other lesson help they read. After 
the appearance of a paragraph in his column on the 
lesson of October 18, ‘‘In the Garden of Geth- 
semane,’’ in which he told of the sure comfort that 
God sends to those who pray as they face an over- 
whelming test, an editor of a paper in New England 
wrote him : 


D. CRAWFORD.”’ 


Your recent paragraph on ‘‘ The Angel of the Garden "’ 
moves me to relate my experience. 

Some ten years ago a trouble developed (or began to) 
on the lower lid of my right eye. I consulted a special- 
ist, and used the X-ray, but, although I must have ex- 
pended four hundred dollars, it became evident that it was 
a skin cancer, and that an operation was necessary. 

I did not fear the operation, but dreaded it because of 
the disfigurement resulting from the removal of the lid. 
I had asked God to spare me the operation, and it seemed 
very hard that 7 Was not to be answered. One 
morning I read the twenty-second chapter of Luke, as I 
had done many times before, but was impressed as I had 
never been before by the forty-second verse,—‘‘ Father, 
if thou be willing, remove this cup from me : nevertheless 
not my will, but thine, be done." It seemed to hit my 
case, and I said to myself: ‘If the Son of God could 
go to his cross with that spirit, I should be able to go to 
mine.”’ ; 

It seemed to me that an angel comforted me, for from 
that moment all dread of the operation left me. I made 
my arrangements to go to a hospital; 1 slept as well the 
night before I went as J ever did; and when I lay down on 
the etherizing table my pulse was as even as if. I had been 
sitting. down at the dining-table in my home. And it had 
made ‘no difference when I knew that the entire eye must 
be removed. ‘That was seven years ago next month ; the 
operation was an entire success ; and while my prayer 
was not answered as I had hoped, the experience was 

* worth’ more than an eye. : 


«+ Prayer changes things.’ Prayer lets God change 


_ things for us. Prayer means miracles. Let us praise 
God for this wonderfu} testimony to. his delivering, 
_ Strengthening, keeping power ; and let us pray with 


deeper, more eager trust because of what this-fajthfu] 
believer let God do for him. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 17 (Judg. 6 : 11-40) 


THE: SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 





How. to. Keer on. Top of Your Work 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 





HAVE the quite undeserved reputation.of-keeping, eight-hour. days,. one-twelfth of my time, This is 
-on top of my work..-For many. years.1 -have:- more time than-any one can afford to idle away with a 


enjoyed multitudinous and yastly,diversified tasks, 
which | have accomplished, on:the.whole, .with azfair. 
degree of promptness, At all. hazards I have-kept 
my work troubles to myself; and when I have been 
buried the deepest beneath a mountain of pressing. 
duties, I have maintained the smiling and nonchalant 
face of unfretted ‘leisure, Thus I have fooled: my 
little world, and ‘made them believe I was, always on™ 
top of my work, Thus also Ihave, been- hgnored - 


- with an iavitation to write an article with the-title.you 


see above. 

1 commend this artifice to all workers, because the 
air of cheerfulness strikes in on ourselves, renders. the. 
heart serene in time ; while ‘worry over work is,a-sure- 
devastator of work. Napoleon's unclouded confidence 
in his power ‘to win victories often drove- his. foes in - 
headlong flight. 

For. example, it is my practise, as soon as I reach - 
my office, and see the horrible-accumulation.on my 


desk—letters, circulars, manuscripts, drawings, proofs, 


notices, books to review, exchanges, engravers’. bitls “ 


to verify, and much besides—to sweep themr all:stim- — 


marily behind me! Some of the mass goes. upon 
chairs, some of it on the floor, much of it into drawers.. 
Not a scrap of it all remains on my desk.  «* What.a. 
wonderful desk !"’ my short-sighted visitors exclaim.. 
‘*How do you ‘ever manage to keep it-so .clean?"* 
Then: I reach around behind me and pull-out one job; 
only one, and set it before me; one .proof,,, a- few 
manuscripts, a little bundle of letters, nothing. dis- 
heartening, and a big, fresh, empty desk to:do-it-on, 
My brothers of work! tasks yield -buoyantly when 
assailed singly, but bear you to the earth if allowed to 
come at you in a’battalion. One of the ‘most ‘valua-- 
ble helps I have ever found for keeping on: top. of iy. 
work is this: Attack it in detail. 

But of course there must be proportion and shrewd: ~ 
arrangement. I do not reach behind me at blank ~ 
haphazard. 
circulars can wait. So, verily, can the engravers’ 
bills! The proofs cannot, for one thing, and they are 
laid first on the desk before me. A good rule for the 
despatch of business is this: Attend first to matters 
that concern your co-workers. 

One of my associate. workers formerly :was John 
Willis Baer, now president of Occidental College. I 
think I have gained something from- every worker 
with whom I have ‘ever been associated, and one of 
the valuable lessons he unconsciously taught me was 
this, always to be free for associate workers. How- 
ever heavy the task on which he was engaged when I 
entered his office, and however trivial my errand, he 
turned to me with an eager readiness as if he had 
been waiting for me for a week. He never put me 
off to a less hurried season, he never kept me waiting, 
he despatched me at once and sent me on my way 
rejoicing. Of course, it is best to set a time for con- 
ferences with other workers, but in our office the head 
workers are migratory, off here and there attending 
conferences; they must be caught on the fly. - This is 
the case in many other establishments. Since much 
of the fret of our work comes from the pressure of 
comrade workers, each appealing for attention lest 
their own work be retarded, this rule, «Co-workers 
first!’’ is not only just but prudent. 

I owe something else to John Willis Baer: a big 
motto, in white letters on a black background, ‘* DO 
IT NOW!"’ Well do I remember ‘his delight when 
those mottoes came out. I have kept mine on my 
home desk ever since, and it preaches to me hourly. 
** Do the hard thing first,” it says. ‘‘ Tackle now,"’ it 
says, ‘‘the task you dread!’* ‘* When that is out of 
the way,”’ it suggests, ‘the rest of your work will 
slide down greased ways!"" And the motto is right, 
as I have discovered many times. It helps me glori- 
ously as I try to keep on top of my work. 

This article is a gossip about work rather than an 
ordered treatise, so that I will set down next what is 
really the fundamental principle of the despatch of 
business, Watch the minutes! I have written sixty 
books, and all of them in the fragments of my time, 
in the interstices between my regular tasks; Once I 
tigured up the time I spend on the cars in the course 
of every year; it is a working month; twenty-four 
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Certain jobs come first, always. “The — 


newspaper, and for it I always have an assigned task. 
T rion read-ef, a doctor who wrote a large and impor- 
tant book while waiting to be admitted after he had 
_ rung door-bells, and I believe the story, Time is the 
only . gold; and _he is rich indeed who hoards his 
minutes. 
Of course this means a schedule. Ben Franklin 
taught me the value of schedules, and I have one—a 
reasonably flexible one—for every hour and minute 


ofthe day. . I can look ahead and tell on with con- 


siderable certainty, just what I shall doing, if I 
remain an editor and author, at 6 A.M. ten years 
hence, or at6.P.M. . 

** Plan your work. and then work your plan.” A 
schedule is worthless without grit. Well up among 
the qualities ofa successful worker is decisiveness. I 
am fond of the phrase, ‘‘Despaich of business."’ It 
is a great thing to* know, just.how to spur a horse, or 
oppee up an.automobile engine. It is a greater thing 


litle p ror ‘of sentences that rolled a visitor down- 
16 the door so easily that he thought he was taking 
himSelf ‘ ‘away. The’ ‘same courteous briskriess is to be 


“applied ‘to our tasks.. ‘Here, you have been on my 


hands long enough. Good-day. Come again soon.’ 
Another matter of prime importance, if you would 
keep on top of your work, is—to get on top! This 
renark.is obvious Jin | the making but difficult in the 
execution.. - If, however, any worker finds himself 
depressed, his duties accumulating, his tasks too much 
for- him, heroic measures are necessary. No more 
engagements... No more acceptance of additional 


“work. One thing to -live for: to clear the docket! 


WNo.one can work wetl under the pressure of chronic 
delitiquency.* Get»out from under! Get on top! 
Though it‘means-a nionth or a year, get on top! 

This being happily . achieved, be insistent with 
yourself. " Keep on top. I stay in my office every 
night till! my work is done—every letter answered, 
usually every manuscript read, every proof passed, the 


coast cleared, the desk-top ready for the. morrow's _ 


grist. I cannot sleep otherwise. Those unanswered 
letters and. unread manuscripts would make my bed 
a.mass of humps, I am generally through by five or 
half-past, but.my.working-day ends when my work 
ends.- At least,: this is my ideal; you might go back 
and-re-read my first paragraph. 

Another help toward the despatch of business which 
I have discovered is this : I keep work slips. A work 
slip is abit of paper, about five inches by three, upon 
which I jot down, in the briefest fashion, all the work 
I do during the day. I keep these slips for years, 
though I never compare them, and no one else ever 
sees them ; their value is in the making of them. 
For I like to fill up every slip. If, as the day wears 
on, I see my slip filling up slowly, the fact adds zeal 
to my spirit, and, I: knuckle down to my tasks with 
fresh energy. On hundreds of days this simple de- 
termination to fill:in a creditable amount on my work 
slip makes the difference between a poor showing and 
adecent.one. And the plan would be quite as good 
for a-housewife as for an editor. 

These work slips are of value in presenting a pic- 
ture of ‘one’s labof, so that, if one falls behind in 
quality or quantity of output, the cause of the defi- 
ciency may easily be discovered. It may be too 
many callers or too much time spent with each caller. 
It may. be too much time devoted to some relatively 
unimportant elenient of the work. Whatever it is, 
the worker must. sternly correct it, since his work, like 
a chain, is no stronger than its weakest link. 

One of my work mottoes is this: **Do a little 
every day.” However difficult the task, it will yield 
to daily attacks, Ten minutes a day is the open 
sesame to all doors... It will read the longest book— 
and. write it, for that matter. It will paint a house, it 
will clean it and~ keep it clean ; it will master a lan- 
guage or a science. An hour a week will not do it, 
but ten minutes a day will That is as long a time, 
on the average, as almost-blind Prescott had for eye- 
sight-work on his immortal histories. Let no one 
think his noblest task. impossible if he can devote to 
it ten minutes a day. 
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** The morning hour has gold in its mouth.” Nearly 
all great workers rise early, which means, of necessity, 
that they go to bed early. They milk the fresh- 
ness of the day, its quiet, its freedom from interrup- 
tion, and the freshness of their own. physical and 
mental powers. The result is rich cream of achieve- 
ment. 

The best workers are the best players. There is 
no permanent creation without re-creation, Springs, 
and not pitchers, make rivers. Too much play, of 
course, destroys work, as too much rain destroys the 
river ; but too little play dries the work up. I should 
write ‘‘ Play wisely’’ on one wall of the worker's 
room ; ‘‘But play,’’ ‘*But play,"’ ‘But play," I 
should write on the other three walls. 

Which means, of course, ** Don’t work too much.”’ 
This is the motto most needed by American workers. 
I once visited an enormous printing-plant and wis 
told that the presses were kept busy at full speed 
day and night, with all the added cost of night 
wages, in order that they might be worn out as quickly 
as possible, and be replaced by new presses, with all 
the latest improvements. That might be good policy 
for presses ; but when the human machine is worn 
out, where can we get another? Learn to say No! To 
the true worker the temptation to take on new tasks 
is as alluring as the offer of whiskey to a drunkard. 
Learn to say No! 

And I will close these rambling remarks with the 
work motto of a friend of mine, a man whose diver- 
sity of interests far exceeds my own, and whose earn- 
est and fruitful activities extend over two hemispheres. 
** When tired, go to bed!”’ says he. Not seldom he 
disappears from the office and takes a vacation—in 
bed. He is not sick, not at all, and he does not in- 
tend to be. He has learned the value of complete re- 
laxation. He has discovered that thirty-two consecu- 
tive hours in bed are worth, many times over, four 
eight-hour periods in bed. He does not sleep all of 
those thirty-two hours, but also he does not read or 
write or talk or worry. He simply lets himself go. 
He simply rests. He simply falls back on the bosom 
of the earth, and from that contact, like’ the giant of 
old, he rises with tenfold strength and endurance. 

Have I given you too many work mottoes? Well, 
here they are, for your choice. My only urging is, 
Jake, not what you like, but what you need ! 

AUBURNDALE, Mass. 





Winning the Boy with the 
Sunday-School Library 


By Franklin K. Mathiews 
Chief Scout Librarian of the Boy Scouts of America 








Sunday-schoo] leaders may well prick up their ears 
when the ‘Chief Scout Librarian,’’ who knows as 
few men do how to guide a boy's "reading, declares 
that there is a fine field for the Sunday-school library 
that no other agency can so welloccupy. It is hoped 
that in a later issue a list of books for girls may be 
published that will supplement the suggestive lists 
given by Mr. Mathiews in this article. But many of 
the ** boys’ books "’ listed here wili doubtless capture 
the interest of the girls as well as of their brothers. 


HRISTMAS brought a surprise to a church in a 
lite Rhode Island town, Years ago a boy 
made use of the Sunday-school library, and this 

Christmas he thanked the ‘‘old church’’ by sending 
a set of thirty books for the library, that other boys 
and girls may continue to share in the benefits ke 
received, 

The Sunday-school library has been much criticized. 
Only recently I read that ‘‘ the most bloodthirsty tales 
of Indian warfare, and most gruesome histories of Jesse 
James, are less hurtful than many books to be found 
in our Sunday-school libraries,"’ There are many 
who will differ from that statement, and many men 
will rise up to call the Sunday-school library blessed 
for what it did for them back in those *‘ good old days*’ 
when as boys they read ‘everything in sight.’’ 

Apparently, however, less and less is there need for 
Sunday-school libraries. Practically all cities now have 
public libraries, and in almost all towns of any size a 
library of some sort is being maintained. Then, too, 
through the financial aid of state and county and local 
boards of education, the public schools are more and 
more making provision to care for the reading interests 
of children, So it would seem that for a Sunday- 
school to maintain a library is an overlapping of good 
works ; money is being expended for books that might 
better be spent to promote some neglected cause. 

Yet I believe that no matter how widely books may 
be distributed, either through the public library or the 
school, or both, there yet remains, unless it be in ex- 


» 
. 
7 
* 
“a 
® 
¥ 
* 
* 
* 
a 








4 


ceptional instances, a fine field that can only ade- 
quately be occupied by the Sunday-school library, 

From the public and school libraries, during the 
reading period of the early teens children will secure 
largely books that tell of the heroes of great ad- 
ventures, the heroes of chivalry and daring and war, 
heroes of the sea and ‘‘ Wild West,’’ heroes of 
and the humorous heroes of whom they are so fond. 
The mental and moral cultural value of such stories is 
considerable, 

But there are stories besides these : the stories of 
heroes who achieved success ; of heroes who conquered 
and overcame in the face of heaviest odds ; of the 
heroes of service, men of daring, whose glory was re- 
dressing human wrong or in promoting a holy cause ; 
stories of the heroes of faith, the brave light-bringers, 
who for their conscience and soul's sake risk all, 
give all, that the things of the spirit might not perish 
from the earth, 

In these days of the making of many books, these 
stories of heroes point the way for the development of 
a Sunday-school library. Librarians are awakening 
to-day to the possibility of helping boys to solve their 
vocational problems by guiding them in their reading. 
In a large Southern city plans are in the making to 
place libraries for boys in all the large office buildings. 
These libraries will contain carefully chosen biogra- 
phies and stories of men and boys who ‘‘ made good,”’ 


Why Boys Don’t Go to High School 


It seems to me that the Sunday-school library might 
also render distinctive service by recognizing this most 
urgent need of boys in their early teens, and by means 
of well-chosen books help to solve this mighty problem. 

The real reason why ninety per cent of our boys 
never enter high school is found neither in economic 
pressure nor the faulty curriculum, It strikes deeper 
than that—the cause is in the boy himself. As self- 
hood develops, the acquisitive, productive and com- 
mercial instincts strongly assert themselves. The boy 
longs to possess, produce, achieve something for him- 
self, 

This is an opportune moment for parent and educa- 
tor. Now life issues are determined; The time has 
come which, ‘‘Taken.at the flood, leads on to fortune,’’ 
if anly. the, boy be sympathetically and intelligently 
guided and controlled. Left to himself, the boy in a 
little while may find himself among the millions who 
possess only a ‘‘job,"’ or, worse still, awakens to find 
himself lost, almost irretrievably, in some ‘blind 
alley *’ of trade. But, if some one is competent to in- 
terpret him, what he is, and what he may become be- 
cause of his disposition, native ability, and opportun- 
ity, then life for him is sure to be worth while, what- 
ever his share in the doing of the world’s work. 

At this period a boy's reading becomes immensely 
valuable, for it is a noteworthy fact that many great 
men have been more profoundly influenced by books 
—what they have read—than by schools—where they 
have studied, 

Perhaps there are some who will say that the effort 
to guide boys in the reading of books that will help 
them vocationally, lies more properly in the hands of 
the public library and the public school. Be that as 
it may, is there any one who will question the wisdom 
of attempting to provide through the Sunday-school 
library those books of biography and story that tell 
of the ‘‘Heroes of Service’’ and the ‘' Heroes of 
Faith’’? 

The most favorable period for the presentation of 
the story or life of service is in the middle teens, 
Says Professor St. John : ‘‘ After the seventeenth or 
eighteenth year so strong is the instinctive tendency 
toward altruism that often self-sacrifice becomes a 
pleasure, and is sought almost as an end in itself."’ 

But it is not so with the younger boy. He has 
ideals, but they are personal, how he may improve, 
do something for himself ; he has passionate vearn- 
ings, thoughts profound and deep, but mostly of self. 
** Mostly of self,’’ because he is growing so rapidly 
physically and mentally and emotionally. It is this 
rapid growth, though, generating tremendous energy, 
that offers us our point of contact for awakening within 
him ideals of service. His energy needs directing ; 
means must be provided for the boy to do something. 
Not often do you find boys eagerly responsive to the 
call to be good; but to do good, that is different. 
Here there is room for action, and that appeals. Im- 
pressive proof of this is found in the willing way in 
which Boy Scouts *‘ Do a good turn daily."’ 

Just at this period, too, the boy is most strongly 
influenced by the hero who does things, especially the 
man of physical prowess, This is why the athlete so 
completely captivates him. Within himself stirs in- 


creasing strength and the hero of his dreams is a man 
strong and agile and skilful in physical competitions. 
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But other heroes attract and for the same reason. 
What he admires in all his heroes is the wonderful, 
the startling, the sensational, and, given any man who 
does things, things unusual, things that appeal to the 
boy as spectacular, he is quick to respond with an 
interest that is keen and attentive. 

This is our hope in presenting the heroes of service. 
For the moment, the boy will not be so much in- 
terested in the hero because of his unselfish service 
or splendid self-sacrifice, for it is not the quality of 
the act that interests him so much as the quantity. 
When in heroic service men do things, big things, big 
and courageous and wonderful ; such glorious deeds 
are bound to win the boy's approval and applause. 
It is so as regards bold knights who in the o time 
rode forth redressing human wrong ; and it may be so 
as regards our modern knights of service, if only they 
be presented in the same picturesque and winsome 
way. 

Unfortunately the biographies for boys, that pre- 
sent these heroes in proper perspective and with allur- 
ing charm, for the most part are yet to be written. A 
few writers are finding the ‘‘open sesame”’ to the 
boy’s heart; notable examples are Marian Keith's 
‘*Black Bearded Barbarian,’’ and Basil Mathew's 
‘« Livingstone, the Pathfinder.’’ Not every boy in 
the early teens will read these books, to be sure, but 
many will read them because of their fascinating ap- 
peal to the boy's love of big adventure and the doing 
of the difficult. 

Professor Frank McMurry has said that ‘‘ Without 
doubt there is a most favorable period in every child’ s 
life for the reading of each book. If offered to him at 
just the right age, it appeals to his nature with pecul- 
iar power, often to the extent of setting him on fire ; 
if offered at any other time, it may prove interesting, 
a it fails to become such a potent factor in his 

ife."* ' 

The period, undoubtedly, to present the ‘‘heroes of 
faith’’ is at the beginning of the teen age. Now 
begins ‘‘the age of conversion,’’ and as Miss Olcott 
says, ‘* Even if they enjoy their Bibles, the boy, and 
especially the girl, will still look for a certain religious 
emotional satisfaction in secular reading. The old- 
fashioned Sunday-school book catered to this craving, 
and, unwholesome and hysterical as it.was, it met this 
demand for vicarious religious experiences through 
religious fiction.’* It is good to hear a librarian, one 
of the leaders of that profession, say that. Just be- 
cause there are altogether too many who hold that 
boys are not interested in religious books it is the more 
necessary that the Sunday-school should provide the 
best type of books, that Miss Olcott says are so helpful 
to the boy and girl during the period of the religious 
awakening. 


Making the Boy Want Good Reading 

This is a good place to emphasize a principle that 
more and more workers with boys are coming to be- 
lieve,—namely, that boys, and girls too, are likely to 
be interested in certain things in proportion as the 
men and women who are their leaders are interested, 
and you never can tell what the boy will be vitally 
interested in until you try it on yourself and, endued 
with this fresh experience, bring it to his attention. 

On Memorial Day some of the patriotic societies of 
Detroit called upon a troop of Boy Scouts to decorate 
graves in the cemetery. A large delegation responded 
and worked diligently all day, notwithstanding the 
fact that there was a circus within a few blocks, 
That's what is likely to happen anywhere, given a 
leadership that will make vital to a boy through pre- 
cept and example the joy of doing ‘‘a good turn 
daily."’ 

I, for one, believe that if teachers of boys’ classes 
will in the same vital way concern themselves about 
the boy's reading, first of all reading themselves some 
of the books that tell of the ** heroes of success’ and 
the ‘‘heroes of service,’’ and the ‘‘heroes of faith," 
there isn’t a doubt that the boys in the classes of all 
these teachers will be delighted to read such books, 
even though formerly they may have doted on the 
‘Dare Devil Dick’’ and ‘Slippery Sam,"’ of ‘the 
current dime novel. 

I have in preparation a list of «« The Best Books for 
Boys for a Sunday-school Library,"’ from which the 
following books may be mentioned : 

Heroes of Success 

1. Biography. 

More than Conquerors, by A. Gilbert, (Century, $1.25 ; 
postage, 10 cents), 

Lives of Poor Boys Who Became Famous, by Sarah K. 
Bolton (Crowell, $1.50). 

The Light Bringers, by M. H. Wade (Little, Brown, $1 
net). 

pet: ae of Benjamin Franklin (Houghton Miffin, 
75 cents). 


JANUARY 2, 1915. 


Abraham Lincoln, the Boy and the Man, by J. Morgan 
(Grosset & Dunlap, 75 cents). rs 
On on Trail of Washington, by F, T. Hill (Appleton, 
-50 net), 
3 oe ? Edison, by W. H. Meadowcroft (Harper, 
1.25). : : 4 
The —s ~ an American, by Jacob Riis (Macmillan, 
1.50 net), : 
Up from Slavery, by Booker T. Washington (Doubleday, 
Page, $1.50 net). ; 
Men Who Made Good, by J. T. Faris (Revell, $1.25 net). 
2. Stories. 
From Cattle Ranch to College, by R. Doubleday (Grosses 
& Dunlap, cents ; postage, Io cents). f 
The Fast Mail, a W. Drysdale (Wilde, $1.25 net), 
A Year in a Coal Mine, by J. Husband (Houghton Mifflin, 


$1.10). 

The Boy From Hollow Hut, by I, M. Mullins (Revell, $1 
net). ? 

Cab and Caboose, by K. Monroe (Putnam, $1.25 net). 

Sandy Sawyer, Sophomore, by R. D. Paine (Scribner, 
$1.35 net). 

The Young Timber Cruisers, by H. Pendexter (Small, 65 
cents net). 

Crowded Out of Crofield, by W. A. Stoddard (Appleton, 
$1.35 net). 

His Own Master, by J. T. Trowbridge (Lothrop, $1.25). 

Joe, the Book Farmer, by Hariss (Harper, $1 net). 

Captains Courageous, by Kipling (Century, $1.50). 


Heroes of Service 
1. Biography. 


- American Book of Golden Deeds, by J. Baldwin (Amer- 


ican Book Co., 50 cents net). 

Famous Givers and ‘Their Gifts, by S. K. Bolton (Crowell, 
$1.50). 

On Trail and Rapid by Dog Sled and Canoe, by H. A, 
Cody (Lippincott, $1 net). 

In the Tiger Jungle, by J. Chamberlain (Revell, $1 net), 

In the Cobra’s Den, b i Chamberlain (Revell, $1 net). 

Off the Rocks, by W. T. Grenfell (S. S. Times, $1 net). 

Uganda’s White Man of Work, by S. H. Fahs (Missionary 
Education Movement, 60 cents). 

Tamate: the Life-Story of James Chalmers, by R. Lovett 
(Revell, $1.25 net). 

The Black Bearded Barbarian, by M. Keith (Missionary 
Education Movement, 60 cents). 

Livingstone, the Pathfinder, by B. Mathews (Missionary 
Education Movement, 60 cents).. a iy 


Autobiography of, J. G. Paton (Revell, $4.252nqt)sii) suri 


General. Gordon, The Christian. Soldier, by. J... B: | Smith 
(Revell, 75 cents net), 


2. Stories, ee ON etry 

Beach Patrol, a Story of the Life Saving Service, by'W. 
Drysdale (Wilde, $1.25 net). 

The Life Savers, by J. Otis (Dutton, $1.50). 

The Big Brother of Sabin Street, by I. T. Thurston 

' (Revell, $1 net). 

The Scout Master of Troop Five, by I. T. Thurston 
(Revell, $1 net). 


The Lure of the Labrador Wild, by D. Wallace (Revell,y 


$1.50 net). 

Dick in the Desert, by J. Otis (Crowell, 50 cents). 

Adrift on an Ice Pan, by W. T. Grenfell (Houghton 
Mifflin, 75 cents net). 

Track’s End, by H. Carruth (Harper, $1). 

Master of the Strong Hearts, by E. S. Brooks (Dutton, 


$1.50). 

The Wireless Man, by F, A, Collins (Century, $1.20 ; post- 
age, 10 cents). 

Story of Rolf and the Viking’s Bow, by A. French (Little, 
$1 net). 

Story of King Arthur and His Knights, by H. Pyle (Scrib- 
ners, $2 net). 


Heroes of Faith 


Story of the Grail and The Passing of Arthur, by H. Pyle 
(Scribners, $2 net). 

Story of Sir Galahad, by M. S. Sterling (Dutton, $1.50). 

Young Men Who Overcame, by R. E. Speer (Revell, $1 
net). 

The Parish. of the Pines, by D. T. Whittles (Revell, $1 net). 

The Story of Antonio, the Galley Slave, by A. A. Arrighi, 
(Revell, $1.25 net). 

Story of the Crusades, by E. M. W. Buxton (Crowell, $1.50). 

To the Lions, by A. J. Church (Putnam, $1.:25 net). 

Black Rock, by Ralph Connor (Revell, $1 net). 

Sky Pilot, by Ralph Connor (Revell, $1 net). 

Via Crucis, by F. M. Crawford (Macmillan, $1.50 net). 

Heroes of the Crusades, by A. M. Douglas (Lothrop, $1.50). 

Joel, the Boy of Galilee, by A. F. Johnston (Doubleday, 
Page, 75 cents net), 

Paul, a Herald of the Cross, by F. M. Kingsley (Grosset 
& Dunlap, 75 cents). 

Titus, by F. M. Kingsley (Lutheran Pub. Co., 50 cents). 

Story of Joan of Arc, by A. Lang (Dutton, 50 cents 4 

The Talisman, by Scott (Macmillan, $1.25 net). 

Men Who Were Found Faithful, by R. E. Speer (Revell, 
$1 net). 

The First Christmas Tree, by Henry van Dyke (Scribners, 
$1.50 net). 

Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ, by Lew Wallace (Harper, 


$1.50). 
The Prince and the Page, by C. M. Yonge; (Macmillan, 
$1.25 net). 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 17 (Judg. 6 : 11-40) 








Be preachers of Philadelphia did not want Billy 
Sunday, and Sunday did not want to come. He 
had more calls than he could answer in two 
years. The North American, however, with perhaps 
more practical knowledge of the sins of the city, 
wanted the preachers to want Sunday to come, Plans 
were worked out by William T. Ellis and were adopted 
by The North American; they chartered a special 
train and invited all the ministers of Philadelphia to 
go to Scranton for two days as their guests, to hear 
Mr. Sunday preach, and see for themselves the prac- 
tical results of his work. Two hundred and five min- 
isters accepted the invitation ; about two hundred and 
four came back enthusiastic for the work that Sunday 
was doing. ‘There were other ministers in the city 
who were already ‘familiar with his work, and this 
made quite a majority who wanted Sunday. 

After the return of the preachers from Scranton, a 
meeting of the Philadelphia ministers was galled and 
an invitation from this body was prepared for Mr. Sun- 
day. A committee of two laymen took the invitation 
to Huntingdon, West Virginia, where Mr. Sunday was 
then preaching. 

In addition to the ministers’ invitation, this com- 
mittee had another invitation signed by many of the 
strongest and most influential laymen of the city ; by 
the mayor and several members of his cabinet, by fi- 
nanciers, lawyers, political leaders, merchants and big 
business men of many types. 


Twenty Cities of 80,000 Attacked at Once 

Two days were spent with Mr. Sunday, and as a re- 
sult of the conference he agreed to come to Philadel- 
phia. Instructions were given to the committee as to 
how the preliminary organization should be made up 
in Philadelphia. The work was immediately put under 
way. A committee of seventy-six hand-picked men 
was formed. And of all the men selected there were 
only , two or three who declined to serve. This com- 
mittee was brought together and elected Joseph M. 
Steele as Chairman, the Rev. George H. Bickley, Vice- 
Chairman, George C. Shane, Executive Secretary, and 
Edward H. Bonsall, Treasurer. Chairmen of about 
thirteen committees were appointed ; these chairmen 
with the executive officers constitute the Executive Com- 
mittee. A Nominating Committee, consisting of the 
executive officers and three members from the General 
Committee, was formed. These all worked together 
in selecting men and women for the various commit- 
tees, and gradually and steadily a great organization 
was completed. 

The plan that was in use by the County Sunday 
School Association, for the division of the city into 
twenty districts, was adopted as a basis for this organ 
ization, These districts average about 80,000 people. 
Each one therefore is a city in itself and larger than 
many of the cities which Mr. Sunday has visited. 

Mi. Howard A. Musser, Field Secretary for the 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement, was engaged as 
assistant to Dr. George H. Bickley in organizing the 
prayer-meetings throughout the entire city. Dr. 
Bickley and Mr. Musser worked on their plans during 
the whole summer, They planned for between three 
and four thousand prayer-meetings—a prayer-meeting 
for nearly every block in the city, embracing about a 
million and three-quarters of people. These were to 
be maintained twice a week for three months—one 
month before and two months during’ Mr. Sunday's 
campaign. At the present time it is estimated that 
about seven thousand of these prayer-meetings are 
held twice a week, and the attendance averages be- 
tween fifteen and twenty at each meeting. 

This is a religious phenomenon probably unheard 
of as yet in any other city in Christendom, as it 
is being carefully and thoroughly operated right 
here now. It is expected that in the neighborhood 
groups there will be maintained during the three 
months a prayer-meeting for every thirty Protestant 
families. The power generated by this great endeavor 
will be enormous and is calculated to be one of the 
greatest causes for attendance at the tabernacle. The 
men who have been in touch with this work have 
heard from all sections of the city of great results that 
were being accomplished, and many of them have 
said that if Mr. Sunday never reaches Philadelphia, 
the revival he has started has more than justified the 
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His Biggest City Gets Ready for Billy Sunday 


By George C. Shane 


Evangelistic 


Omnipotence doesn't know the words “big '’ and 
** little." And God’s omnipotent grace is Sun- 
day’s secret. You will want to know of the wonders 
God is working when Billy Sunday starts his tremen- 
dous Philadelphia comenlgn on January 3, to last for 
eight weeks. 


Men whose time could not be bought with money 
have been spending their time lavishly for months past, 
getting Philadelphia ready for the coming of this man 
of God. Intricate plans of organization have beencom- 
pleted by master minds. A business man who is in 
the forefront of it all here tells Times readers the story 
of this vast network of preparation. 


The new ome. Sunday News Department of The 
Sunday School Times will report this flaming cam- 
a or you, week by week. And this de 
will enable Times readers to know ‘“* What 
day is Doing Now,'’ no matter in what 
country his campaigns are conducted. 
issue will be a special Billy Sunday and Adult Class 
Number, Mr. Dowey’s story of the lining u “pan 
men in Philadelphia Bible classes will be told. ne of 
the most startling of the developments of Mr. Sunday's 
evangelistic work is the new place the Sunday-school 
has taken as a great factor in shaping the campaigns. 
Whether we visit Philadelphia's great tabernacle 
or not, let us increase the miracle reeults of this cam- 
paign through our intercessory share in the work. 


rtment 
ly Sun- 
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whole expense and labor of the campaign. The half- 
hour of earnest prayer in seven thousand homes, in 
many of which the voice of prayer was never heard, 
cannot but have a wonderful effect on every neighbor- 
hood and on every person living within the block. 
Every Tuesday and Friday evening, a month before 
the meetings begin, there are seven thousand groups 
of people praying for half an hour in all parts of this 
great city. Many husbands at these meetings heard 
their wives make their first prayer in public ; boys 
have heard their fathers’ voices in prayer for the first 
time in their lives, After the meetings have started 
in the tabernacle these prayer-meetings will be 
changed to ten o'clock in the morning and will be 
largely under the leadership of the women. 

The details of this great organization are beginning 
to tax the office force ; the typists, mimeographers, 
and the printing press are all being rushed to keep up 
with the demand for report blanks, window cards, 
notices, calls, invitations, etc. 

Next to the prayer-meeting is the Men’s Bible Class 
work. The plans for this great work were evolved by 
the Rev. George G. Dowey, who had the unique ex- 
perience of organizing ten thousand men into Bible 
classes in Scranton, Mr. Dowey was engaged by the 
committee in the summer to lead this work in Phila- 
delphia, He is to give six months of his time ex- 
clusively to. this work; it is progressing so rapidly 
that it is confidently believed that before the end of 
the campaign the fifty thousand mark will be reached. 


Pushing Out the Church Walls 

Just the other day a minister in one of the suburbs of 
Philadelphia seemed to be in great distress, In sev- 
eral years of his ministry he had not been able to get 
a Bible class of more than a dozen men at any time. 
In just a few weeks under this organization his class 
has grown so tremendously that the room would not 
hold them ; they overflowed into the church, and the 
minister is really concerned now as to how the chyrch 
can handle the great number of new men. 

The splendid line-up of voluntcer workers is one of 
the wonderful things about this campaign. There are 
bankers, financiers, lawyers, builders, merchants, and 
men of very large affairs who are giving hours of each 
day, some entire days and weeks to working out the 
intricate plans and carrying out the delicate negotia- 
tions with great interest, men whose time could not 
be bought with money, men who command millions 
—the warp and woof of the city’s great business life ; 
men who talk in hundreds of thousands of dollars 
daily as most men talk of dollars and cents, sit for 
half an hour early in the morning in the big private 
office at the Sunday headquarters, with heads bowed 
in prayer, while each in turn pours out his heart to 
God for guidance for the day’s work. 

When we see this great aggregation of men all work- 
ing on plans in absolute harmony, with committee 
work fitting committee work in great complexity, and 
with no absolute authority to dictate but without any 
friction whatever, the mind is amazed, and one asks, 
‘*how can this thing exist and work in this way ?'’ 
and the answer is in the word enthustasm—God within 
the organization. 


Executive Secretary of the Philadelphia 
Association 





This great machine will never save one soul unless 
God works through it, but the prayers of a hundred 
thousand people twice a week in prayer-meeting 
groups, and hundreds of thousands of people in pri- 
vate prayer every day or every week, are giving power 
to the great campaign. 

There are three rules for the success of the Sunday 
campaign in Philadelphia; The first is prayer, and I 
have forgotten the other two, _ 

Mr. Sunday held a campaign in Wilkesbarre two 
years ago and in Scranton a year ago, and in order to 
give the people of Philadelphia a glimpse of the last- 
ing results of the work done, eight hundred trail- 
hitters from these two cities were brought to Philadel- 
phia on special trains for one Sunday in October. 
These men in teams of three and four occupied the 
pulpits of about four hundred churches in Philadel- 
phia morning or evening, and the question as to 
whether the results were lasting was answered con- 
clusively on that one day. 

We have seen the wonderful power of Jesus Christ 
in reaching drunkards, burglars, gamblers, and saloon- 
keepers, and we have almost ceased to marvel at his 
power. But God has many men whom he can use to 
reach these who are living in open sin ; it is easy for 
many Christians to speak to these men. But who is 
going to dare to speak to the cold, indifferent church- 
member, the professing but inactive Christian who is 
cherishing in his heart the sins of covetousness, envy, 
jealousy, and idolatry-worship of success, worldliness, 
which in the sight of God are worse than the sins of 
the booze-victim and the gambler. 


Gathering the Lieutenants for the Great Battle 

At the meetings of the Executive Committee, held 
twice a week regularly and almost every day inform- 
ally, a committee composed almost entirely of laymen, 
the criticism of the preacher is conspicuous by its 
absence. Criticism of the preacher is the only way 
some men have of showing their interest in religion. 
The rubber-stamp criticism that some preachers do 
not know anything about business is of course justi- 
fied ; but it is also true that most business men do 
not know anything about business. _ Insurance figures 
show that ninety-five percent of mankind die insolvent. 

Mr. Sunday will not go to a city where the preach- 
ers will not co-operate with him ; he likes to have 
them at his meetings. He has a few remarks that he 
likes to make to the preacher, and some of them re- 
sent this. But why should they escape? Don’t the 
rest of us get it straight from the shoulder, too, and 
deservedly ? 

The formation of the choir has been a tremendous 
task. Two complete choirs of eighteen hundred 
voices each have to be arranged and carefully trained. 
The selection of these with proper balance as to parts 
and church proportions in mind, has been a very 
difficult task, 

The arranging for and training of ushers and door- 
keepers for afternoons and evenings, thirteen meet- 
ings a week, is no easy task. It will require two hun- 
dred ushers for every afternoon and between four and 
five hundred for the night services. The tabernacle 
will hold about eighteen to twenty thousand people : 
this includes the standing room in the vestibule, and 
it will be no surprise if after the tabernacle is filled 
there will be two or three times as many people on 
the outside clamoring for admission. 

Personal work is the missing link of Christian serv- 
ice to-day. Most vital of all the special helpers in the 
mammoth tabernacle will be the ‘‘ personal workers."’ 
About as many of these will be stationed throughout 
the great audiences as there are ushers. The pastors 
are now turning in their recommendations of the 
men and women qualified for this delicate and su- 
preme work of helping souls to decide for Christ. 
After the workers are appointed they will be gathered 
in large groups for special instruction from noted 
leaders in the work of winning souls. 

The revival is already heavily under way. Minis- 
ters are preaching as though they really expected re- 
sults and they are getting them. Some of them are 
actually asking people to accept Christ without waiting 
for Communion Sunday! The preachers are learning 
to clinch, and the churches are growing. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Seen From the Missionary Watch Tower 











EORGE SHERWOOD EDDY, Secretary for Asia 
of the Foreign ent of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, has been holding since 

July last a series of meetings, for students mainly, at 
fourteen centers from Peking on the north to Hong- 
kong and Canton in the south. At the Tientsin Guild 
Hall 2,000 students confronted him, intent upon 
hearing every word of his strong gospel messages. In 
the same city a special meeting for 1,500 schoolboys, 
another for 1,800 business men, and meetings for 
women were held. On the closing day over a thou- 
sand inquirers expressed their desire to study system- 
atically the four Gospels and investigate Christianity. 

In conservative Peking President Yuan Shih-kai 
received the workers, while the Vice-President of the 
republic, General Li, gave Mr. Eddy a special lunch- 
eon, after which he was asked to address his family 
and guests upon Christianity as the hope of China. 
The evangelistic meetings were held in a pavilion in 
the old Forbidden City directly in front of the im- 
perial palace, where in 1900 the empress dowager 
directed the Boxer movement against foreigners and 
Christians. It is also next the altar where the em- 
peror used to worship the spirits of the land. There 
audiences of 3,000 and even 4,000 students gathered 
to hear the gospel. Meetings for schoolboys and 
business men, at the latter of which the Board of 
Trade asked to have three hundred reserved seats, 
brought the total attendance up to 14,000. 

Of those who attended these meetings, upward of 
2,000 became inquirers. Mr. Eddy states that among 
the latter he recognized a former governor, two gen- 
erals, a private secretary to the president, the director 
of China's national bank, prominent officials and a 
young non-Christian-philanthropist who ‘has recently 
‘given $12,000 to worthy objects. To conserve the 
results of the Peking meetings two hundred Chinese 
Christians have been trained normally to lead Bible 
and other classes devoted to the spiritual nurture of 
this company of inquirers. 

Reports of Mr, Eddy’s greatest work in South China 
are not in hand, but one other center may be men- 
tioned, Changsha, capital of Hunan, almost at the 
geographic center of China proper. Let Mr, Eddy 
tell part of the story himself. +‘ As we left the steamer 
and entered the great gates of the ancient walled city, 
we say the posters announcing the evangelistic meet- 
ings on the very notice boards where a few years ago 
hung the posters exhorting the Chinese to kill the 
‘foreign devils’... . Even as late as 1910, four short 
years ago, in the Changsha riots the foreigners again 
had to flee for their lives, their churches were burned, 
and only the Yale Mission was preserved through the 
friendship of the first man operated upon in the hos- 
pital, whose life had been saved by Dr. Hume. 

‘*What a contrast to-day! Near the Confucian 
temple we are entering a great pavilivn erected for the 
meetings on ground given by the governor himself. 
Three thousand students have been admitted to the 
meeting by ticket, the governor's band is in attend- 
ance, and his hearty message of greeting and approval 
of the meetings is being read tothe students by the lead- 
ing government college president, w*.o is in the chair. 
We came to the city in answer to a telegram from 
fifteen Confucian principals of schools and colleges 
inviting us to address their students,’ 

As a result of God's Spirit using Mr. Eddy’s words, 
ever a thousand Confucian students signed cards as 
inquirers, eight hundred of whom came the next day 
in the rain to receive assignments to Bible classes. 


© 
Mr. Eddy’s Interpreter 


R. EDDY'S interpreter is an excellent illustra- 
tion of God's wonder-working in the lives of 
leading young men of China.’ He is a mem- 

ber of the most prominent family in Changsha, the 
son of a man who had been governor in four of 
China's provinces, and the nephew of one of the 
empire's most famous diplomats, the celebrated Mar- 
quis Tseng, well known in European capitals. Four 
years ago he was a Confucianist hating Christianity 
because of heavy indemnities which China had been 
obliged to pay for injuries suffered by Roman Catholic 
Christians. 
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‘*When his father, the aged governor, was lying at 
the point of death, he sent for Dr. Hume of the Yale 
Hospital, who had quietly become his friend in spite 
of the fact that the young man always refused to speak 
of religion. As he saw Hume kneel by his father’s 
bedside he was deeply moved. Finally, after some 
days, he said to Hume: ‘It is too late. to save my 
father, but I want ‘you to kneel and pray for me by 
my father’s bedside.’ 

‘*When Hunan seceded last year, the young man 
went to the front with a Red Cross corps. Taken as 
a spy, he was arrested and thrown into prison at 
Wuchang. Four of his fellow-prisoners were be- 
headed. Here face to face with death without trial, 
he turned to God and for the first time prayed to his 
Heavenly Father. Instantly a strange peace filled 
his heart, and in a moment he knew that there was a 
God and that he had heard his prayer. 

‘‘After his release from prison he was baptized, 
last Christmas Day, but was so weak that he felt that 
he could not make a hundred Christians in the little 
chapel hear his feeble testimony. There he was yes- 
terday sweeping three thousand students by his burn- 
ing words, and boldly testifying to Jesus Christ as his 
own Saviour and the only hope of China. He is with 
us on the boat to-day, and is going down to Wuchang, 
the revolutionary storm-center of China, where he 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Korea's Sunday-school Evangelism.—Child evangel- 
ism in Korea, under the guidance of such men as Drs. 
Underwood and Noble, is gathering into the Sunday-schools 
multitudes of children,—2,500 in the schools of the South- 
ern Presbyterians.alone. ‘Ihe children;themselves are the 
main agents in this movement. | 


Siam's First Leper. Asylum.—In': far-away Laos six 
brick cottages accommodating one hundred lepers have 
been dedicated as the first leper asylum in the kingdom of 
Siam. The missionaries had as guests on the occasion the 
Siamese high commissioner, the governor of Chieng Mai, 
the major-general of the army, and other officials. 


Reaching a Moslem Student Center.—Konia, Paul’s 
Iconium, is to-day one of the largest centers of Moslem 
theological students, as they number oyer 5,000. Te help 
them the Apostolic Institute, managed by Armenians, seems 
to be energetic and progressive. Unusual friendliness 
exists between Moslems and Christians, and Turkish stu- 
dents are surprisingly open to Christian influences, de- 
spite the activity of Moslem schools and of the whirling 
dervishes. 


War Reductions.—Practically all missionary periodi- 
cals that have not been obliged to suspend publication or 
greatly diminish their size— Journal des Missions Evangél- 
iques, for instance, from 80 pages to 20—give much space 
to the limitations and distress of the war. One touching 
instance of the fellowship which is thereby fostered is the 
joint appeal of six Lutheran missionary soeieties of the 

nited States to all Lutherans in America to rally to the 
financial support of German missions in Asia and Africa 
whose missionaries from the outbreak of hostilities have 
been unable to receive communications and funds from the 
home societies, 


Chjna’s Coming Revival.—Dr. W. E. Taylor writes 
in Foreign Mail (New York): ‘‘1 received a letter yes- 
terday from one city in Fukien Province saying that 
since the beginning of the year 2,200 had been added to 
one church alone in that city. I believe that we shall see 
a revival through China even greater than that which swept 
over Korea a few years ago, and we are in a position to hold 
results as they have never been held.’””? He and Mr. Eddy 
cabled that when the evangelistic campaign had reached 
only seven cities 7,000 inquirers had been enrolled. with an 
average attendance at meetings of 3,000. Fukien Province 
had not then been reached. 


War Emergency.—‘* War Emergency,” a ‘tiny leaflet 
of the Presbyterian Board North, puts the financial needs 
of American societies in a nutshell: ‘‘ The European War 
has increased the expense of foreign mission work in at 
least five ways: Exchange has risen so that more American 
money is required to buy the foreign currency needed in 
the mission field ; ‘the cost of transportation of missionaries 
to and from the field has advanced; the cost of hespital 
supplies, of freight. and insurance on shipments, and of 
local necessities has risen; unusual expenses are necessi- 
tated in fields immediately affected, by the. war, as Shan- 
tang [the Chinese province in which Kiao Chey is jocated] 
and West Africa ; our missionaries must belp neighboring 
European missionaries, from some of whom all support has 
bee cut off.”’ 


found God in his tebe ae in order to testify before 
the throngs of students in that turbulent city also."’ 


The New French Idea in Algeria 


HE rule of France in Algeria has hitherto been 
marked by an almost servile attitude toward 
Mohammedanism, which has always been fav- 

ored, The French authorities are finally realizing 
that the chief obstacle to progress in North Africa is 
the immobility of Islam. Hence they are now en- 
couraging the establishment of missionary enterprises 
in North Africa, according to the 1914 Report of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. This changed 
sentiment is voiced in a recent debate in the French 
Chamber and in five volumes in French that have 
appeared within a twelvemonth. 

«« They declare that the assimilation of the Moslem 
tribes into the French commonwealth, once dreamed 
of, is now impossible of realization. They emphati- 
cally affirm that Islam is incompatible with modern 
civilization, —because the Koran produces a mentality 
which does not admit of progress, but finds its most 
natural expression in the debasement of woman, the 
enslavement of the intellect, and the paralysis of the 
moral nature."’ aT 

Believing in that statement, the Bible Society last 
year put into circulation 33,719 copies of the. Scrip- 
ture, the very best antidote to the Koran. Attacks 
upon it are best met-by Dr. Joseph Parker's laconic, 
deep-voiced reply when asked how to meet diatribes 
of this sort: ‘*Circulation !"' It is its own best de- 
fense. Spurgeon, when asked how he would defend 
the Bible, replied: ‘* Defend it!, | »would, as, segn 
defend a lion,, Let, it out,-—it,can defend, itself3.5) a. 

We are glad to note that the southeastern section 
of North Africa, the. Hermit Land of Abyssinia, is 
opening its heart to the Bible. The Archbisbop,,of 
Ethiopia, in March last, granted permission to sell 
the Bible, though no active religious propoganda was 
to accompany such distribution. The Abyssinians 
claim descent from Menelik, son of Solomon and the 
Queen of Sheba, and their form of Christianity dates 
from the fourth century. and the labors of Frumentius 
and Aedesius. 
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Japan’s Turning Point 


BELATED report of utterances of two eminent 
Japanese, one of them delivered at the recent 
gathering of representatives of Buddhism, 

Shintoism and Christianity in Tokyo, contains some 
significant admissions. Mayor Sakatani of ‘that city 
saidin his address : ‘*Japan has come to a turning-point 
in her history. Hitherto the education has been 
purely secular, and the leaders of the nation, both 
political and educational, determined upon their 
policies with little regard for religion. For fifty years 
the attempt has been made to get along without re- 
ligion, both in education and social reform. The 
attempt has failed ; and it is now admitted that re- 
ligion is essential to the life of both the individual 
and the nation. That was the meaning of the trans- 
fer of the Bureau of Religion to the Department of 
Education ; which is apparently only a change of ad- 
ministration, but in reality it means that a moral 
crisis in the history of the country has arrived, a great 
need is pressing, and the need can be met only by 
religion."’ 

Count Okuma, the Premier of Japan, said at the 
dedication of the Chinese Young Men’s Christian 


- Association dormitory in Tokyo: ‘‘The fatal defect 


in the teaching of the sages of Japan and China is, 
that while they deal with virtue and morals, they do 
not sufficiently dwell on the spiritual nature of man ; 
and any nation that neglécts the spiritual, though it 
may flourish for a time, must’eventually decay. The 
origin of modern civilization is to be found in the 
teachings of the Sage of Judea, by whom alone the 
nécessary moral dynamic is supplied,”’ 

On another occasion the Premier said to the 
officers of the army at Himeji, that the strength ‘of a 
nation was not to be measured by the size of its’ army 
ner the number of its battleships, but by the moral 
power that is supplied by the religion of Jesus Christ. 
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LESSON .FOR JAN. 17 (Judg. 6: 11-40) 


Nor_do_these eminent men confine their support of 
ristianity to.such— oy ayer It is due to eo 
nancial aid, as well as that. o 

e Christian —. of Japan ay 
next World’s Sunday School Convention “ meet in 
pot. 4 


_A Funeral that Startled the Chinese 


Quect lessons in missions are of great impor- 
ee and our views of death need to be widely 
mparted, This is what happened when Mr. 

Blundy was laid to rest in the Christian cemetery on 


«At the end Joy”* hill, ps musicians precede the. 
coffin at Chinese funerals, six buglers and two drum- 


‘mers led. the.. procession, followed by the catechists, 
-Christians-and church wardens, the doctor and pastor, 
and then the rest of the missionaries. Flags and 
banners with mottoes in white characters on red cloth 
abounded, some of the sentiments being, ‘‘ The Lord 
is Risen,’’ ‘‘The Prince of Life,’’ ‘‘No Death,” 
‘Everlasting Joy.’’ The coffin was covered with 
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white lowers, and_in_gold characters on its center 
the words, ** Precious in the sight of the Lord is 


hat the death of e F sa Pe i Soes walked by. Be 


“meaning 


they were pal bare As Oty prota sored 
through 


. streets. of the city all work 
stopped = a res 1, quiet crowd looked on in 
silent wonder.. turally ‘the church was crowded 
and the service there was most impressive, with its 
hymns of triumph and its loving message of comfort. 
The final procession to the graveside and its affecting 
hymns completed the object lesson. 

Influential Chinese asserted that Mr. Blundy did 
more by his death than through his life, and that the 
funeral has impressed the city of Kienning most pow- 
ertully, as well as helped the cause in the entire pre- 
fecture. As Christians do not burn paper money, 
clothes, etc., and do not leave offerings on the graves, 
they seem to be unfilial, cruel, thoughtless, and with- 


out reverence and respect for the dead. This funeral 


dispelled that opinion and taught its »Christian 
lessons, 





The Sunday-School Against the Saloon! 


By Earle William Gage 





A live Sunday-school in New York State has used some striking methods in fighting 
the saloon that other schools will want to know about before the next Temperance 
Sunday, January 31. Mr. Gage describes them here. 


NE Sunday-school compared the saloon to a 
bank. They had little slips printed in attract- 
ive form, and handed out several thousand. 

The children took them home ; the fathers and moth- 
ers read them ; some of the fathers took the slips into 
their places of business, and ere the work had accom- 
plished its fullest end thousands of men and women 
of the city were brought face to face with the facts as 
‘they existed,—told by the Sunday-school, not by the 
saloon. _ When we stop to realize that the average 
newspaper to-day is being. influenced’'by the liquor 
interest to publish ‘facts’ favorable’ to the’ salovn' Be- 
cause of political interests, we come to apprehend 
the great need of a campaign from the ranks of the 
‘Sunday-school.. A sample of the slips printed is 
shown below. : 

Should your school desire to take this work up, have 
these printed in large quantities a few days before the 
forthcoming temperance lesson. Pass them out, giv- 
ing each scholar fifty toa hundred slips. Invite them 
to hand them on. One man, who had lived a life of 
drunken debauchery for forty years, on receiving one 
of these slips from a little tot from the primary class 
thought the matter over, and saw the truth back of 
the comparison with the bank. He is to-day an active 
member of the adult class, He is banking his money 
here—with the Sunday-school ; his good deeds over 
yonder—with his Redeemer. But the Sunday-school 
was the agency showing him the way. Let yourschool 


do likewise. 


} The Saloon is a 
Bank—for Losing 





You deposit your money—and lose it; 

{ your time—and lose it; your character— 

and lose it; your manly independence— 

and lose it; your home comfort—and 

lose it; your self-control—and lose it; 

your children’s happiness—and lose it; 
your own soul—and lose it. 











To make this work succeed to the fullest extent, 
print on the opposite side of the slip a few thoughts 
regarding the value of the Sunday-school to the indi- 
vidual. Asuggested form is given in the next column. 

And it would be well to state some pertinent facts 
regarding the cost of maintenance of the various in- 
stitutions of the city, the saloon and Sunday-schools 
included. Make a comparison, so plain that the deep- 
est thinkers will see the heart of the problem with the 
weakest-minded of the population. Suppose that you 


figure proportions in this manner, shaping the facts 
and figures in accordance with local problems and in- 
stitutions. This will bring the saloon in its true light 
before the public, and will give all an opportunity to 
consider it as it really exists, not as the saloon would 
have people believe it to be. 


The Sunday-School is a 
Bank—for Winning 


You your money—and save it; your time 
—and better it; your character—and brighten it ; 
your manly independence—and increase it; your 

’ home comfort—and multiply it; your self-control 
—and strengthen it; the children’s happiness— 

and insure it; your own soul—and save i. 
Banking hours: Any time. Start a deposit now. 
Attend the First Church Sunday-school, Main and 
Third Streets. Sunday noon each week. A hearty 
welcome awaits you. Come, Classes for all ages. 

Bring a friend with you. 














JAMESTOWN’S DRINK BILL 


This city spends enough money for «‘ booze’’ in a 
single year to buy one battleship for our American 
navy, fully equipped. That is just what it is costing 
our citizens to support the sixty-five saloons. Battle- 
ships cost about $4,000, 000 : 


THE COST OF ONE LONE SALOON 
Ampmal: -leemee-iiiicstaisiansa siccdseeaisesnciecndsicecesascacs $1,000 
Rent, heat, taxes, help, fines, etc, ine bested tial ulses 1,500 
Net profits for family support, necessities, luxuries... 1.500 


This is gross profits, not gross sales. The saloon 
must make fifty percent on the dollar to ‘‘ make ends 
meet’’—double every dollar invested. Our saloon- 
keepers must take in $8,000 each year in order to 
make a success of their business. At a low estimate 
each saloon is costing our city $8,000 each. The fact 
is that many cost three times this amount ; but let's 
be fair with them. 

If one saloon costs $8,000 each year, sixty-five sa- 
loons are costing us about $5,200,000! Last year our 
city court collected $75,000 in fines, either from com- 
mon drunks or houses of ill-fame, where liquor was 
the direct influence for crime committed. As. a result 
of liquor, 1,208 young men were brought into court ; 
305 young women were made criminals ; 208 families 
were divorced ; 8 men appeared in county court an- 
swering the charge of murder ; 2 houses were set on 
fire by men ‘Intoxicated ; one woman was nearly killed 
by, an enraged: husband ;- 15,000 young men (our ap- 
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proximate population of young men) were made less 
men ; thousands of homes, the record of which does not 
appear on the city , were blighted,—made un- 
happy places; 809. own children (there,were many 
others, yet unknown by the authorities) were obliged 
to leave school and go into the factory because father 
or mother, or both, drank liquor ; Teenie of ac- 
counts at our merchants” establishments are yet unpaid 
because father drinks his wages away ; 4 police officers 
were in the hospital from one to six weeks as a result 
of their endeavor to quiet drunken men. 

The maintenance of our police force amounts to 
$75,000 in salaries alone ; the cost of the city jail, all 
things considered, is $12,000 ; it cost our municipality 
$250 to transport men to the county juil, to say noth- 
ing of the time of the officers in this task. Approxi- 
mately 1,000 houses have not been built for our people 
because they have given their money to the saloon. 
There are 20,000 empty seats in our churches because 
men and women have not the clothes, money, or desire 
to attend ; 7,000 children are not attending our: Sun- 
day-schools because of ‘‘ king booze.'' Our factories 
are obliged to employ help brain-fagged because of 
liquor ; the efficiency of our schools is lowered, be- 
cause children are obliged to work at home instead 
of study, because of liquor. 

These are a few facts for every voter, taxpayer, and 
progressive citizen to drink in, They are figures of 
what we are paying for the sinful saloon each year. ; 
and not all the cost has been included, There are 
the broken hearts, the blighted lives, the lost charac- 
ters, the accumulation of bloated faces and lost man- 
hood yet to be considered. 

But there are sixty-five saloons in Jamestown ! 


_They cost this fair city at a fair proportionate consid- 


eration, $5,200,000, This grand sum of money is 
passing ‘‘over the bars’’ of the Jamestown esloons 
each year. 

We have twenty-four Protestant churches, pow 
equipped with a Young People’s Society and Sunday- 
school, These institutions cost the citizens of the 
city approximately $200,000. We haye two grammar 
schools, one high school, and ten branch schools. 
These, all things considered, cost the city. not over 
$300,000 per year, interest on investment included. 
These. two institutions ‘cost the city. about $500, 000 
per year, Wecontributed $2,000 to city. charity last 
year ; $5,000 to the Old People’s Home ; $6,000 to 
the orphanages. 

Just Think It Over. 
24 Churches, 65 Saloons, 13 Schools ! ' 
Cost of maintaining the saloons................0.5-+ $5, 200,000 


Cast of maintaining the schools..,........:......... 300,000 
Cost of maintaining the churches.................... 200,900 
Cost of maintaining the other institutions......... 10.000 


Where Do You Stand on This Proposition Now ? 


“The Sunday-school must ‘‘ bring the saloon to the 
people,’’ It must then take the Sunday-school to the 
convinced citizens ; it must, at once, wage a pow erfyl 
war on the demon; it must save the children, the 
fathers and the mothers ; it must save people, in gen- 
eral, from the saloon. This is the plain duty of the 
Sunday-school,—to save people for Christ, from his 
enemies. 

The Sunday-school, as we see it to-day, is making 
an endeavor to save the children to-day ; the saloon, 
on the other hand, does not care a fig for the children 
of to-day, yet it is holding out attractive offers for the 
children of to-morrow,—the mén and women. There- 
fore, if the Sunday-school be a successful agency it 
must do more for the children than attract them ; it 
must train and shape the thought for to-morrow, by 
showing the sinful results of yesterday and to-day which 
the saloon is causing. 

One little Western town in Arizona is just like hun- 
dreds of other towns the country over. Before there 
was a store, there were fourteen saloons; before the 
postoffice or the public school was started, there were 
eighteen saloons ; before there was a church or Sunday- 
school, or preaching services, there were twenty-one 
saloons ; and before the city fathers had organized 
the city there were twenty-four saloons. At that time 
there were just twelve voters living in the limits of the 
town, To-day, there are six hundred residents within. 
the limits of the town and thirty saloons ; there would 
be an even greater number, but the law will not allow 
more in proportion to population, Will the Sunday- 
school win in this community? It will not—unless it 
starts a campaign against the saloon—at once. 

Start a campaign in your town. It is the duty of 
the Sunday-school ; it is the duty of each and every 
true-hearted person with the breath of God vibrating 
through the life. It's just a plain and simple duty. 
Are you willing to do your personal duty ? 

ASHVILLE, New York. 















The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


HREE years ago this month. the newspapers 
were startling us with the story of the terrible 
fire in down-town New York that gutted the 

building of the Equitable Life Assurance Society. 
It was impressive to read of some things that were 
not destroyed. One day it was reported that between 
three and four million dollars in cash and securities 
was removed uninjured from the vaults of two of the 
financial institutions whose quarters were destroyed ; 
many millions more were taken from other vaults, of 
which six million dollars was in a single box of gold 
certificates. Men have succeeded in keeping in 
things pretty secure from the ravages of even such 
a destructive fire as that. And unexpectedly, in an 
office in the ruins, a clock was discovered of which 
he mahogany case had been nearly burned away, 
ut the clock itself was still faithfully going, and 
the hands. pointed to the correct time. 
God's securities cannot be injured by the devasta- 
tion of sin. In the midst of Israel's wreckage 
not only preserved intact those individuals who re- 
sponded to his loving grace, but, like the clock that 
faithfally marked the time in the midst of the confla- 
gration all about it, God himself inviolably and un- 
erringly in the midst of his devastated people pointed 
out the truth for those who would see and heed. 


Our Background Material 

Three great testings of men that God has made 
since the beginning of history, each ending by a 
judgment, may be recognized, as follows: 

First came the racéa/ testing, when the race as a 
whole was given its opportunity. to ‘‘ make }” 
and, failing, was broken up at Babel by the judg- 
ment of the confusion of tongues (Gen, 11 : 1-9). 


Then came the testing of the Jewish.nation which, 


failing, wasénded by'the captivities of Israel (2 Kings 
17) and Judah (2 Kings 24, 25). 

The third testing, in which age we are living now, 
is that of the Gentile nations of the earth, running 
from the time of Nebuchadnezzar until, the nations 
of the earth having proved their failure to make of 
the earth such a place as God intends, there falls the 
judgment of the nations at the time of the Coming of 
cur Land, when the stone “cut out without hands” 
smites the kingdoms of the earth, and itself becomes 
a great mountain and fills the whole earth (Dan. 2). 

Get the class to learn these three testings, with the 
Scripture references. In which of the three testin 
ask the class, does this week’s lesson fall? In which 
of the three lived Noah, Timothy, Elisha? 

It is hoped that the older classes are taking the 
opportunity of mastering the Book of Judges by read- 
ing it through each week during these five weeks. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 

issue. Bold-face letters at the end of certain in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

A glimpse of Israel’s. distress is given by Miss 
Patterson (b). The Midianites ‘‘came in as locusts 
for multitude” (6:5). One day in 1904 some of us 
who were riding horseback from Damascus to Jeru- 
salem, on our way to the World's Sunday School 
Convention, saw locusts in the air, enough to notice 
that there were a good many. Then they thickened 
up until we began to talk about them, as we rode 
forward on our horses. Finally they rose from the 
ground in swarming clouds that shut out our vision, 
and struck our faces and bodies in their blind flight. 
Ahead of us we saw them resting on the und in 
companies, and regiments, and battalions. It meant 
immense devastation for growing things. 

But in the midst of Israel’s devastating destruc- 
tion was one of God's securities which he was keep- 
ing intact for his own use,—Gideon. This man was 
quietly at work at a very humdrum task when God 
commissioned him (see Round-Table, b). Why should 
he have chosen a wine-press to beat out wheat? 
(Mackie, a; Thomas, II, c,e.) ‘* Visiting the Lesson 
Scenes ™ describes threshing in the East. 

Who was the “angel of Jehovah”? Let the class 
have such facts as Dr. Thomas (II, d, f) mentions. - 

How does God call men to-day? Use the Round 
Table Illustration (a), and see what you think of the 
three points suggested by Mr. Rogers (g). In some 
classes it will be well to distribute, for home reading, 
Speer’s remarkable little pamphlet, ‘‘ What Consti- 
tutes a Missionary Call?” (Student Volunteer Move- 
ment, 25 Madison Avenue, New York; 5 cents each, 
40 cents a dozen. 

One of the best teaching points in the lesson is the 
last part of verse 12: ‘* Jehovah is with thee, thou 


Y¥ttt SUNDAY SCHOOL -TEMES 


LESSON 3. JANUARY 17. THE CALL OF GIDEON 


Judges 7: 11-40. Commit verses 14-16 


_ Golden Text: Blessed is the man whom thou choosest.—Psalm 65 : 4 


‘The portion of the text indic ternational Lesson 
/' ponrign of Da. indlcpees ba. Re lovenesee 
Judges 6 : 11-16, 33-40.) 


11 And the angel of Jehovah came, and sat pnder the * oak 
which was in rah, that pertained unto Joash the A’bi-ez- 
rite : and his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine- 
press, to hide it from the Midianites. 

Jehovah appeared unto him, and said unto him, 
with thee, thou mighty man of valor. 13 And 
unto him, Gh, my-tord, if Jehovah-is with us, why then is all 
this befallen us ?. and where are all his wondrous works which 
our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up 
from Egypt? but now Jehovah hath cast us off, and vered 
us into the hand of Midian. 14 And Jehovah ? looked upon 
him, and said, Go in this thy might, and save Israel from the 
hand of Midian : have not I sent thee? 15 And he said unto 
him, Oh, Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my 
3 family is the poorest in Ma-nas’seh, and I am the least in m 
father’s house. 16 And unto him, Surely I 

be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one map. 


93, Then all the Midianites and the Am‘a-lek-ites and the 

children of the east assembled themselves together ; and they 

over, and encamped in the valley of Jezreel. But 

the Spirit of Jehovah *came upon Gideon; and he blew a 

ompet ; and A-bi-e’zer was gathered together after him. 35 

Ad sent messengers poe ithe Anton ; and they 

were gathered together after him : a 

unto Asher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naphiali; and they 
came up to meet them. _ 

36 And Gideon said unto God, If thou wilt save Israel by 
my hand, as thou hast spoken, 37 behold, I will put a fleece 
of wool on the threshing-floor ; if there be dew on the fleece 
-only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall 1 know 
that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast spoken. 
38 And it was so; for he rose up early on the morrow, and 

ressed the fleece together, and wrung the dew out of the 
om a bowlful of water. 39 And Gideon said unto Ged, 
Let not thine anger be kindled against me, and I will speak 
but this once : let me make trial, I pray thee, but this once 
with the fleece ; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and 
upon all the ground let there be dew. 40 And Ged did so 
that night : for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was 
dew on all the ground. 
, 1 Or. teredinth * Or, turned towards % Heb. thousands 
Cloghdd tel with. i 7 
, The American Revision capyright, 1901, dy Thomaa Nelson ana Sons 


a ) | 
‘Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to ag ee in lesson articles in — 
s issue, indicated by bold-face letters. 

, . Verse 11—Who was the angel of Jehovah? (Thomas, 
d).. Where was. Ophrah? (Thomas, I, b.) Why was a 
wine-press used in this way? Why was Gideon hiding the 
wheat from the Midianites? (Thomas, I, e; Mackie, a; 
Patterson, b.) 

Verse 13.— Was Gideon’s question asked as a complaint, 
or was he simply puzzled? (Thomas, II, £; Patterson, c.) 

Verse 14.-- Does this mean that Jehovah and the angel 
of Jehovah are one? (Thomas, II, d.) What is meant 
by *‘this thy might?” (Pilot, top of third column.) 

Verse 17.— Why did Gideon ask for such a sign ? (Themas, 
Il, f, i; Patterson, c; Rogers, e to f). 

Verse 25.—Who were Baal and the Asherah? (Mackie, 
c, d.) Why did Gideon’s father ‘‘have such altars’? 
(Thomas, II, c.) 

Verse 33.—Who were the Midianites, Amalekites and 
the children of the east? (Thomas, a.) : 

Verse 35.—Where was Manasseh? (Patterson, a.) 


Verses 36-40.—Why did Gideon make this request? 
(Thomas, II, f, i, 1, m; Pucker, e tof.) 


4 Heb. 








mighty man of valor.” The order of the words 
suggests, not, ** Jehovah is with you because you are 
a mighty man of valor,” but ‘‘ Because Jehovah is 


with ix you are a mighty man of valor.” The 
Round-Table ( d) illustrates this pointedly. Then 
think of what God calls us to-day, in Christ! Look 


at what is ours simply because he says so, for ex- 
ample, in the first chapter of Ephesians. May we be 
as quick to take God at his word as was Napoleon’s 
soldier to take his commander's word. 

Gideon was afraid he hadn’t enough blue blood in 
his veins,—his family didn’t stand for much. But 
the ‘‘ blue blood” of men does not count for as much 
in God’s works of grace as does the red blood of Him 
who was ‘‘slain from the foundation of the world.” 

**I am the least,” protested Gideon. That fact did 
not hinder or weaken God at all. God is a Saviour 
who ‘‘calleth the things that are not, as though they 
were” (Rom. 4: 17). » 7) we who are least will sur- 
render, trust, and obey, our God can do the mighti- 
est things through us. Gideon’s guarantee of suc- 
cess is éxpressed in verse in the Round-Table (c), 
and what God can do through one who is ‘least is 
wonderfully shown in the last illustration in the 
Round-Table (f). Let us notice that God did not sav 
to Gideon, ‘‘Go in thy might,” but ‘‘Go in Zs thy 
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“really believe in God's suffic 
. Teaching Points re! 
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might.” And what was ‘‘this thy might"? The 
simple assurance, ‘‘ Have not I maak thon ae 

At the same time, Gideon's record was evi- 
dently in his favor. Let the class discover all that 
they can of his characteristics; then call to their at- 
ten such points as sec out by Dr. Thomas 
(11 1,) as to his modesty; why it spoke well for,;Gideon 
that he was ( ay, b); charac- 
teristics that were good (Miss Patterson, b). 

Was it an evidence weak faith or wisdom and 
prudence that Gideon asked God to prove by certain 
tests that everything was all right? Discuss this in 
class. Dr. Spilman (a) believes that it shows that 
Gideon was hardheaded, but not pigheaded, and he 
supinins the difference; he also gives three evidences 
of Gideon’s prudence (b). Dr. Thomas oval discusses 
why Gideon asked for signs, and so does Mr. Rogers 

etof). Yet was there not also the weakness of 

uman faith in Gideon's request for tests? Mr. Ridg- 
way (c) shows out of his own experience how we 
doubt over and over again. 


The Truth that Is Golden 

If Ged should appear to you in personal presence 
to-day and ask you to tell him your greatest problem, 
or the atest need of your life, promising that 
among all the things that would be weil-pleasing to 
him he would give you, if you would but ask: for it, 
the thing that Py most longed for, what would you 
name? Woul t be glad to have such an offer 
from God himself ? : 

That is exactly what God is offering you. God is 
sufficient for your need. No matter what it may be: 
if it is a read need of your life, either for yourself or 
for others who are dear to you, whether it is a matter 
of business, of school life, of money, of health, of 
environment,—no matter what it is, is ready to 
‘‘ create it into being” for you if you will but let him. 
That was his messagé to: Gideon. That is his mes- 
sage to -you and ‘me a aa Christ. .Do we 


(@) J 2f reer trode 


God is not through with us when we have ceased to obey 
his voice. We forsake him; he stands by, 

But God sometimes seéms to forsake us temporarily, so 
that we shall not forsake him permanently. 

The answer to Gideon’s ‘* Wherewith?’’ is ‘‘God.’’ 

When Gideon trusted and obeyed, Baal was replaced by 
God. When we trust and obey, self is replaced by Christ. 
That night’s work by Gideon and his ten helpers was an 
Old Testament foreshadowing of Galatians 2 : 20. 

The Baal worshipers were infuriated. The enemy always 
is, when God’s hand begins to show in power. The more 
completely we do God’s will, the more savage will be our 
Adversary’s attacks, 

Ged allowed himself, as it were, to at on the witness 
stand and cross-examined by Gideon. *s love is won- 
derfully patient. But where should we be if it were not? 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why are sinful people, like the Midianites, ever allowed 
by God to flourish even for.a time? 

Had God been with Israel while they were suffering 
under Midian? See the story of the sheep (Round Table, e). 

Which kind of people does God love, those who do right 
or those who do wrong? (You can surprise some of your 
class by the answer.) ; 

Why were men in Bible times usually afraid that the 
sight of God meant death? How should you feel if you 
were permitted to see him now? 

wey did God all through the.Old Testament ask to have 
animals killed as a sacrifice to him ? 

Was Gideon a coward to wait until night-time to throw 
down the altar of Baal? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Gideon and the Three Hundred (Judges 7). 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
in the ing lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ own preparation. } 

We shouldn’t expect that to overhear one man tellin 
another about a dream, in which a cake of barley-brea 
knocked down a tent, would set a man to worshipping God 
and give him fresh courage for a fight. That’s what hap- 
pened one night when Gideon and a servant crept up near 
the enemy. 

Why were Gideon’s 32,000 men too many for God’s use? 

Was the water-lapping test an absurd or reasonable one? 
Why? 

Why were the Midianites’ camels a terrifying sight? 

How do you account for the fact that the man who was 
told the barley-cake dream knew its meaning ? 

Was the battle won by strategy, or God’s grace? Give 


your reasons. 
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ERE is nothing finer in the Bible than its reve- 
lation of uine manhood. ‘ Run ye to and 
fro,.. seek... if ye can find a man” (Jer. 


y 
i God, and the opening incidents of his 2areer ; 
but everyth cheat Lien, except toward the end of 
his life, hy. 
1. Surroundings of the Lesson 
. The circumstances of Gideon’s call are explained 
in verses rt toro, After Deborah's time the land had 
rest for some years (5 : 31); but the old trouble came 
up again. Sin was renewed, and distress was there- 
fore repeated. This time Israel was delivered into 
the handsof their old enemies the Midianites. ‘These 
. were descendants of Midian, son of Abraham and 
Keturah (Gen. 25: 4). At this time they were allies 
of the Amalekites and of the Arabian tribes called 
** the children of the east” (6:3; 7:12; 8:10). The 
extent of Israel’s distress is vividly depicted (vs. 4-6). 
Repeated invasions led to the Midianites swarmin 
into the.land just before the time of. harvest, an 
consuming everything they could find. Then the 
Israelites would .resume ordinary life, only to have 
‘the same trouble the following Once again 
the people turned to God (v. 7), who heard their cry 
.and sent a prophet to rebuke them (vs. 8-10), This 
is the-only mention of a prophet (in addition to Debo- 
rah the prophetess, 4 : 4) in the entire book of Judges. 
The people were reminded in plain terms of God's 
dealings in the past, and of their own forgetfulness 
of him, But the day of deliverance was at hand, (a) 


Ii. The Lesson 

The Divine Cail (vs. 11-16).—After the prophet 
. Came an angel of the Lord (see 2: 1-5). His errand 
was to Gideon, the son of Joash. The place of the 
lesson, Ophrah, was in Manasseh, and is to be dis- 
tinguish 
18:.23). The time of the 
about 1323 B.C. (b) 

Joash was presumably head of''the'family-of Abi- 
ezer, one of the. families of Gilead: (Num, 26 : 30). 
The threshing in the wine-press may be illustrated 
from 1 Samuel 23:1. Although Gideon’s father was 
living, he was passed. by for the son, especially be- 
cause of the worship of in his family (v. 25). (c 

The angel seems to have been not a creat 
_ angel, but the Son of God himself, in angelic form, 
for he is given the name of Jehovah (vs. 14-16). (d) 

Gideon is doing his work in secret, to prevent the 
Midianites discovering the wheat. (e) 

The angel's greeting is met by surprise, as much 
as to say that it was impossible for God to be with 
them, in view of the extreme sufferings of the people. 
The angel’s words seem to be mockery (Deut. 31: 17). 
It seemed to Gideon that God had forsaken his 

; but he soon realized that the fault was not with 
od, for the assurance came that Israel would be 
delivered through him (v. 14). (f) 

The gracious look bestowed immediate asstirance 

oy wer, The change of phrase from *‘ the angel 
e 
t 


may. have 


ovah” to ‘* Jehovah ” is most striking. (g) 

was natural that Gideon should hesitate, because 
he saw no: gnalinoationt in. himself or in: his family 
to accomplish the work (see Exod. 3: 11; 4: 1-13). 
But the same answer is given to him as to Moses be- 
fore him (Exod, 3 : 12; h. 4:6; 2Cor. 4:7). The 
modesty of Gideon in the face of this commission 
was one of the best assurances of future success. (h) 


The Clear Confidence (vs. 17-24).—Gideon did not 
wish to venture upon so great an undertaking with- 
out being absolutely satisfied of the divine authority. 
The sign he asks is that his visitor should stay until 
he returned with offerings, and if the angel should 
eat of the present it would be a token of the reality 
of the message and of the divine good-wi!l (Gen. 18 : 
3). Once again the phrase is altered to ‘' the angel 
of God.” The rock would serve as an altar (v. 20), 
and the pouring out of the broth was a very ancient 
form of libation (Gen. 35: 14; Exod. 30 : 9; 1 Sam. 
7.6). The angel's staff (v.21) suggested the idea 
of a traveler; and when the offerings were touched 
and consumed by fire the angel’s departure impressed 
Gideon with the fact that he had indeed seen a divine 
vision. (i 

Gideon's feelings and words indicate the idea fre- 
= held, that it was death for mortal man to see 

od (Gen. 32 : 30; Exod. 20: 19; Isa. 6: 5, 7). No 
doubt it was due to sin that this thought of death on 
God's appearance is seen, but the assurance of peace 
comes, and Gideon builds an altar as a memorial of 
the vision. ‘‘Shalom” is the Hebrew word for 
Peace. Observe the phrase, ‘‘ unto this day,” indi- 
cating an early date for the writing of the book of 
Judges. (j) 


. same night the divine comma 


from another Ophrah in Benjamin (Josh. ' 
: lesson Sos 


The Definite Commencement a 25-27).—The very 
is en to Gideon 
to begin his work with the reformation of his father’s 
house. He is to throw down his father's altar of 
Baal, cut down the grove that was by it, erect an 
altar to Jehovah, and on this to offer a sacrifice. 

It is significant that Gideon had to commence his 

zeal for religion at home, and to give _ of his 
—- there before going out into publ 
With remarkable promptitude he obeyed the heav- 
enly vision, though, because of fear of resentment 
and resistance, he took the precaution of doing the 
work by night. 
- The Significang Controversy (vs. 28-32).— The 
effect of Gideon’s work was soon seen, At once the 
conclusion was drawn that Gideon was the culprit, 
and*his father was ordered to bring him out, as a 
criminal, for execution. 

_This shows the extent of the impiety of these Is- 
raelites, that they are actually prepared to put a true 
worshiper to death. Idolaters soon become perse- 
cutors. 

But the father boldly defended his son ; and it 
seems likely that a large number of the people al- 
ready sided with Gideon. Joash, perhaps the chief 
man of the city, prot his sori mainly out of 
natural affection, but also probably from a conviction 
that Gideon had done right. The result of Joash’s 


- attitude was that Gideon received the new name of 


Jerubbaal, meaning, ‘‘ Let Baal plead,” or ‘‘ Let Baal 
contend.” The name would be a continual defiance 
to Baal, and at the same time would honor Gideon as 
the enemy of the false god. (k) 


The Twofold Concourse (vs. 33-35).—The matter 
could not remain long as. it was. A fresh invasion of 
the enemy took place, and instead of Israel's hiding 
and yielding, as in times past, they rally round their 
new leader and prepare to resist the foe. Once 
again-God equips Gideon with power, 4nd as the re- 
sult of his summons a large number of people from 

‘fourtribes come to meet-him. “The two hosts prepare 
for the forthcoming battle. 

The Double Confirmation (vs. 36-40), Once again, 
before setting out to battle, Gideon desired a con- 


firmation of the divine presence, power, and biess- — 


ing. ‘This would confirm both his faith and that of 
his followers. He was not a man to be led astray by 
mere credulity ard superficial enthusiasm. He does 
not so much doubt God's faithfulness or power as his 
own conviction that he really had a promise from 
‘God to do this work. (1) 

The reference is not to dew in our ordinary West- 
ern sense, but to the night-mist which comes into 
Palestine from the Mediterraean during the six hot 
months, from May to October. It is so abundant 
that we readily understand how Gideon could wring 
a bowl of water out of a fleece. A fine treatment 
of this night-mist will be found‘in ‘* Palestine Ex- 
a by Neil (London, England: Nisbet & Co.). 

tis thought that the **dew,” or ** night-mist,” sym- 
bolized here, as elsewhere, the divine grace, and that 
Gideon would understand by it that just as moisture 
was on the fleece and not elsewhere, and then on the 
ground and not on the fleece, so the grace of God 
would be seen to be altogether different from what 
was surrounding Gideon and Israel. He and his 
men would be able to distinguish between the divine 
blessing on Israel and the very different circum- 
stances attending the hosts of Midian. Threshin 
floors are usually under the open air; and the secon 
sign would be more convincing than the first, because 
it is the nature of wool to attract and retain moisture 
for a long time; (m) 


Ill. The Message 


As we look at the Golden Text we notice the three 
things in which the blessing of Gideon consisted, and 
which are equally true of all those who are called to 
do work for God: 

1. The assurance of the divine presence (vs. 12, 14, 
16). This was the basis of everything else, the con- 
sciousness that God was with Gideon. It is there- 
fore appropriate that he should call the altar by a 
title implying ‘‘ Jehovah is peace.” The sight of God 
to the true believer does not bring death, but peace. 
Peace comes through reconciliation with Ged (Eph. 
2: 13-17). And then “peace with God” (Rom. 5: 1), 
leads on to “the peace of God” (Phil. 4:7). First 
Reconciliation, -then Rest. ‘This, too, is the guaran- 
tee of all service for God ; we must have peace with 
God and from him if we are to work in his vineyard. 
‘** Your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace” (Eph. 6: 15} (n) 

2. The anointing of the Holy Spirit (v. 34). The 
literal rendering of the Hebrew is very striking, 
“ The Spirit of Jehovah clothed itself with Gideon.” 
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God's Presence means and guarantees God's Power. 
The dew, or “ night-mist” was the symbol of that 
divine grace which is always sufficient for every task 
(2 Cor. 12:9). Every in the Old Testament 
which speaks of ‘‘ dew” should be noted as expressive 
of the divine Spirit of grace (Hos. 14: 5). e sym- 
bol is found in the Old Testament, but not in the 
New, where the reality, the Spirit himself, is found, 


The idea of the ‘‘enduement” or clothing of the 


Spirit is seen in our Lord’s promise (Luke 24 : 49). (o) 
wt The agreement of umstances (vs. 36-40 

en the nee and Spirit of God are united wit 
ordinary circumstances there is little or no doubt as 
—_ guidance. It is the agreement of the Word, 
the Spirit, and circumstances, that makes the true 
follower of Christ assured that he is in the pathway 
of the divine will. 


IV. Suggestions for Further Study 

t.. We see in Gideon some of the possibilities of 
godly manhood, The finest title in the Bible is ‘‘ man 
of God,” descriptive of one who is at once godly and 
manly. Other men in Scripture should be studied 
and used as illustrations of the possibilities of Divine 
Grace in human life. 

2. Divine choice and calling. Here and elsewhere 

we read of definite commissions given by God to men. 
No work is ever done without a divine call, and yet all 
the instances of divine choice and commission lead 
on to hard work and intense difficulties. God’s chosen 
men are his ‘‘choice” men, and they are not selected 
for luxury and ease, but for hardness and sufferin 
in the course of the fulfilment of their duty. Loo 
up the word “call” and ‘‘calling,” by a concordance 
( 
»4 “One man with God is a majority.” Many il- 
lustrations are found in Scripture. Human weakness 
filled with divine strength is the best guarantee of 
genuine work (1 Cor. 1 : 27-29). ‘‘ When I am weak, 
then am I strong” (2 Cor, 12 : 10). 


V. A Lesson Outline 

- The Call (Isa. 6 : 8). 

. The Confidence (Psa. 118 : 14). 

The Commencement (Prov. 4 : 25-27). 
The Controversy (1 Kings 18 : 28). 
The Concourse (Psa, 118 : 10-12). 

. The Confirmation (Psa, 62 : 7). 


Wvceuirre Co.iiecr, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


—The angel of Pang appeared unto 
him (v. 12). When your comes. to ‘*‘retire and 
take it easy” and be a “loafer,” you are @lone. 
Neither heaven nor earth has any use for you. You 
will likely soon die. For nature is and takes 
away the useless. When the angel of the Lord 
comes it will be while you are busy om the farm, in 
the mill, at the office, about the town, with the church. 
Saul was out hunting his livestock. David tending 
sheep. Disciples fishing. Luther a busy pastor. 
Washington a farmer-surveyor. Lincoln a country 
lawyer. Willard a schoolmarm. Moodya salesman. 
Converse a locemotive builder. Huyler a candy- 
maker. ‘‘ Those men outside the Bible never saw 
an angel.” How do you know they did not? There 
are angels that come with their calls to men which 
have neither flowing robes, flashing swords, shining 
faces, nor spreading wings. Some day one may come 
to you if you are the right sort for angel company. 
If one comes it will be when you are busy at some 
good work,—and you will be as much surprised as 
this young Hebrew farmer in our lesson to-day 
(Gen. 32 : 1-24; Luke 1: 11; Acts 8 : 26). 


For the Asking.— Surely 1 will be with thee (v. 16). 
Yea, even witha tr farmer’s boy of an obscure 
family in a down-at-the-heel nation. Angels are no 
respecters of ‘*‘ blue blood.” I have searched pretty 
well through this old Book, and know no place where 
God has made this splendid promise to any one not 
on his side. I have also searched through this little 
town where I live and other great towns where busi- 
ness is continually taking me, and I have never 
found a case where God was with those who are 
against him (Job 8: 11, 12; Rom. 1: 28). I am on 
my way home from a famous New England town. I 
have spent a delightful hour with my customer in his 
automobile, seeing the splendid old colonial houses. 
** How did the builders of these fine mansions make 
their money?” I asked. ‘Carrying rum in their 
ships to Africa and bringing back slaves,” was the 
reply. I noticed that nearly all of the noble old 
homes were now clubs and public buildings of one 
sort or another, so I inquired, ‘‘ What became of the 
folks of these old rum and slavetraders?” ‘All 
gone,” said my friend, ‘‘and their money with 


OV SYN 


.them.” Theold story. The hand of the Lord against 


sin. Why should not a young man like you be will- 
ing to pay any price to have God with you? 
with you for success in business, God with you for a 
high standing in town, God with you for a sweet and 
happy home, Ged with you for a long and joyous life. 
And only for the asking. 


God” 





~~ me, 
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The Very First Thing,— 74en Gideon built an altar 
there unto Jehovah. 24). “The first thing-for aman 
to do when he starts out to do a thing is to build an 
altar. Why? Because at the altar you get advice, 
nerve, strength, and lével héad, ‘Or, asthe ‘profes- 
sor might say, ‘‘suggestion and a Any 
kind of material will make an altar. in 
time was an old pantasote-covered chair in the cor- 
ner of a littié room upstairs. Bob Miller's is the coal- 
bin down. back of the heater. Jerry Brown's is an 
old box in a store-room. ‘The altar is the secret 
of our best success, The secret of Gideon. Gid- 
eoti would have amounted to no more than the other 
Israelites had he not set up the altar where he could 
meet God and get his counsel. Every community 
' has many kinds of fools, but the monumental fool -is 
the young fellow starting out in life without making 
arrangements with the ‘‘ Mercantile Agency.” ‘There 
are crises to meet. There is scarcely a successful 
business or professional life but has at some moment 
skinned close to catastrophe. In Coatesville at any 
rate, and we have some big ones. What saved them 
from collision and wreck? A friend of God in the 
firm. -Thataltar. If you could know the real inside 
of things you could see the working of Heaven 
(Deut. 8 : 18; Psa. 34: 9, 10). (a) 


What Do You Weigh ?—Ze/ Baal contend against 
him (v. 32). If. your town's wickedness should get a 
hard crack from an unknown hand, would you be 
among those suspected? No? Well, it doesn't speak 
very well for you, ‘‘a church fellow,” honestly now, 
does it? Of course, when some deviltry takes place 
in town, neither would any one suspect you, Does 
the town know or care where you are? Are you one 
of the ‘‘light-weights” ? A commonplace nobody ? 
Neither hot merece ? Neither God's nor Satan's? In 
every town are ‘‘Christians” of whom neither preacher 
nor any one else knows where they are (Rev. 3 : 15, 
16) When the muck-raking magazine writer stung 
Philadelphia by saying she was ‘‘corrupt and con- 
tented,’ I knew, who would be with the reformers to 
clean up the city. When an indignant public got 
atter the infamous white-slave traffic in a big way, I 
knew John ‘D. Rockefeller, Jr., would be in the fight 
against it! When Chicago started its vice crusade, I 
knew the Crowells, Petersons, Lawsons, McCormicks, 
would be on the firing-line. If you ever are curious 
to know what, kind » | man you are’ and how much 
you weigh in this world, just .ask yourself whether 
the folks who know you best would ever suspect YOU 
of any Baal-wrecking. (b) 


; ‘ t t 

The Doubter.— 4 fleece of wool on the threshing- 
floor (v. 37). What a fascinating story this is, It 
took a good deal to convince Gideon, is real confi- 
dence was back of the fleece and the wonder of the 
signs. Gideon did not fight in the sign of the morn- 
ing» His ‘oriflamme was no a His passion 
was his impatience with idolatry. e felt he was 
God's soldier. Great issues are always born of great 


motives. ‘This scene is a human touch, God gives 
us the evidence of his power, his presence, and his 
purpose to be with us in our fight against evil. But 


we are not altogether convinced. It takes a'good 
many fleeces of wool on the threshing-floor,~-and 
even then we don't know about it. Yet God never 
gets impatient at our lack of trust. Only the other 
day God did. a miracle for me in the matter of busi- 
ness. I fell intoa place where my good name and my 
professional standing were in peril. There was no 
help from anywhere on earth, for my trouble was not 
financial. Sol took it to God. And he heard me, 
But in less than.a month I was anxious about some- 
thing else. Alas, this poor human stuff! (Phil. 
4 »6.). (ce) 
COATESVILLE, PA, 
~% 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
A partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 
lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two cent stamp, . 


The Call.—B/cesed ts the man whom thou choosest 
(Goldeu Text), -When H, Clay Trumbull was: asked 
how he recognized God's calls, he answered: that, in 
his case, God’s call was usually felt in the shape of a 
firm hand in the rear, pushing him surely if unwil- 
lingly forward,—From Christian Endeavor World. 
Sent by & Hovey, Toronto, Canada. (a) 

What Kind of Tide?—Gideon was beating out 
wheatin the winepress (vy. tt). John D, Rockefeller, 
Jr., the son of the famous millionaire, in one of his 
Sunday-school addresses in ‘New York, said: ‘t There 
are many secrets of success, but I suppose the true 
secret is work, just plain work. In my boyhood in 
Hartford I sat one evening over my Shakespeare, 
when a figurative sentence cropped up and puzzled 
So I said to my father, who was reading his 
netvspaper beside the lamp, ‘ Father, what does this 
mean? ‘* There is a tide in the affairs of men whith, 
taken at the flood; leads on to fortune.” What kind 
of :ide would that be, father?’ “‘‘Tied down to busi- 
ness, son,’ my father replied.”—From the Sunday 


e for a long . 


_ Sheep there with a broken leg,” he: said. 
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_ Companion. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Hali- 


fax, Eng. (be) : it a 
Jesus and 1.—Johoves sswith thee . : Go ta this 
+ 14). 


| thy might (vs. 


"TT cannot do-it Pre 
The waves kag I and high, 
And fogs close chill around, 
And the light goes out in the sky; 
But I know that we two 
Shali win in the end— 
» Jesus and I, 


** Coward and wayward and weak, 
I change with the changing sky; 
To-day so eager and brave, 
To-morrow not Caring to try ; 
But He never gives in, 
So we two shall win— 
Jesus and I.” 


—Quoted by Dr. Hortonin the Christian W. Pulfit. 
W. 


Sent by Hetherington, Addiscombe, Surrey, 
England. (c) 

When God —Thou mighty man of valor 
(v. 12). Was this irony? Was it cruel satire? No, 


for it was the Lord who spake, and he creates by 
speaking. Let us ever remember that when God says, 
it is done ; and that he whom God addresses as ‘‘a 
might? man of valor” should instantly realize that 
he has become so by the power of the word spoken. 
We all know the story of Napoleon, who, when a 
private soldier had done a noble deed, said to him, 
‘*Captain, that was well done.” Immediately the 
man dropped his musket and other removable marks 
of his position, and proceeded to take his stand in 
the front as an officer. When asked what he meant 
by such conduct, he replied, ‘‘ The Emperor called 
me captain, so of course I am one.” When the Lord 
speaks, it is done ; and if he, gives us a title, itis for 
us to assume the truth of it; and to act like that sol- 
dier.—From Prebendary Webb-Peploc, in * The 
Titles of Jehovah.” Sent by Miss /. Jeffreys, 
Barnes, London, Eng. The prize for this week ts 
awarded to this illustration. (da) 


Why the Rod ?—// Jehovah is with us, why then 
ts all this befal/en us? (vy. 13.) The shepherd has a 
rod as well as a staff. Astory is told of one who 
talked with a shepherd in.the higher Alps. While 
talking the shepherd gathered a handful of the best 
grass and.went,to a low shelter near by. ‘I have a 
‘* How did 
it happen ?"-queried the ‘traveler, ‘It did not hap- 

pen,” answered‘the shepherd ; ‘I broke it intention- 
ally. That sheep was meee plang and unruly. It 
did not love me, and was always leading the others 
astray. Now it knows its dependence on me and 
loves to eat from my hand. hen it is well.again it 
will keep nearer to me than any other sheep.” — From 
C. 1. Scofield, D. D. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. (e) 

The Least in the House.—And he said unto him, 
Oh, Lord, wherewith shall Isave Israel? behold, m 
amily is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the 
feast in - father's house (v. 15). If ever anybody 
was justified in saying that, it would have been a 
girl cradled in poverty, crippled so that she must be 
strapped to a chair till nine years old, compelled to 
wear a steel harness and use crutches the rest of her 
life, and never free from pain. But at nine she went 
to school ; at fourteen she hung out a sign—‘ Day 
School. for Girls. Fifty Cents a Month.” To keep 
in advance of the twenty pupils she gathered, she 
attended an afternoon school, paying for her instruc- 
tion by giving elementary lessons to beginners. 
When she was eighteen, a standard acrobat asked 
her to help him prepare for a civil service examina- 


_ tion, but had no money to pay her. Although already — 


_ teaching in two schools and studying in another, she 
gave him her evenings. Others came with him, and 
soon she had the first free evening school in her city. 
Before she completed her service she had also seen 
the need for an institution to care for crippled chil- 
dren, and had raised the money to house it. Had 
she been made of the same stuff as the ten spies, 
Sophie Wright of New Orleans would have died uh- 
known and unwept.— From Youth's Companion, Sent 
by James D. Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. J. (8) 


< " 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews. 


HEAT in the wine-press, to hide it (v. 11). 
The wheat-crop had been reaped in June, and 
the time’of the occurrence was most likely in 

uly. The grapes would not be ripe till a month 
ater, and the wine-press in the midst of the vine- 
yards with their unripe grapes would therefore be ‘a 
convenient hiding-place,: not likely to be visited by 
an enemy intent on plunder. God's call sometimes 
comes in such unexpected places. (a) .. 

ay Family is the poorest: in’ Manasseh (v. 15). 
Saul ( 


1 Sam. g ! 2t) and; Amos (7 : 14) ‘felt the same, 
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“difficulty with regard to the Hght to leadership, and 


the charge of presumption was brought my | the pe : 
. eing the son o 


peo- 
foosph (Eaive Pee TLE: pre-eminence is the 
t note in the song of Deborah (Judg. 5: 2), and 


first inquiry of the triarchal ast about those 
daimine authori wot ‘Who is their father?” 
1 Sam. 10: 12). he older Moslem families to-day 
ave the same contempt toward the nondescript in- 
tellectuals and delegates of the ballot who are now 
exercising public control in the Ottoman Empire. (b) 
Cut down the Asherah that ts by it(v. 25). Vari- 
ous meanings have been suggested with regard to 
the symbolical value of the pillars set up by the 
shrines of Baal worship. As such worship was dedi- 
cated to the sun, and especially to the rising sun, as 
the source of all blessing, the pillar may have been 
the emblem of sunrise. The Arabs always speak of 
the first tinted streak of ‘daybreak as amid i/-subh, 
** the pillar of the dawn.” Such a pillar is sometimes 
still seen by the ancient shrines now dedicated to 
Christian saints. (c) 


Let him be put to death whilst it is yet morning 
(v. 31). Baal, as god of the sunrise, would be strong- 
est at that hour, and that would be the most suitable 
time toe punish the insult of uncalled-for champion- 
ship. ‘The rabbinical tradition has a similar instance 
of the appeal from superstitious custom to-the light 
of reason. It tells how Abraham in his youth one 
day broke down all the images made for sale by his 
sculptor father, except the largest one. When asked 
by his father if he had done that deed of wickeditiess, 
the future ‘‘ friend of God" suggested that the’ big 
image had done it. When his father indignantly 
asked, ‘‘ How can an image do anything ?” the son re- 
plied, ‘‘ Then why do you pray tosuch vanities?" (id) 

The children of the east (v. 33). Islam has made 
the term classical. In Arabic, sir# means ‘ east,” 
and the children of the East, the Shirkiyin becathe 
known in world conquest and religious history as the 
Saracens. * 

Uf there be dew on the fleece only (v. 37)... There 
was a third possibility, the entire absence of dew. 
The summer night in Palestine is usually a dead 
calm, and in the cool Stillness of the cloudless sky 
the evaporation-moisture from the sea, carried land- 
wards during the day by the west_wind, is deposited, 
and in the rainless summer months nourishes the 
leaves and fruit of the vine and fig-tree. (e) 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes _ 
N OBODY now knows the exact place of Gideon's 

home. We may, however, see practised this 

very year the same kind of work that Gidedn 
used todo. Let us visit a twentieth century village 
in northern Palestine, and stand for a few minutes 
beside the threshing-floor—a bit of hard, level ground 
where grain is brought to have its kernels separated 
from the chaff and straw. 

We find dry grain-stalks spread over the ground, 
and a Palestine farmer driving a yoke.of oxen back 
and forth or around and around over. the stalks, go 
that the grain-heads may be torn open by their sharp 
hoofs and by the hard edges of a heavy wooden 
sledge which they are dragging after them. This 
—. mode of threshing loosens kernels from 

usks, but leaves them mixed together. Later the 
grain has to be winnowed; that is, separated from 
the chaff and broken straw. That part of the work 
is done by women, who toss the loose masses up in 
the air so that the breeze may blow away the light 
chaff from the comparatively heavier grain. 

Gideon may have done his threshing in this same 
way; we know his family owned cattle (Judg. 6 : 25) 
for farm work. Sometimes threshing was Riee by 
hand, the grain-heads being broken up by beating 
with a heavy stick. Without much doubt the young 
Hebrew wore rough homespun clothing much like 
that of this modern Palestine farmer. 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘‘A threshing floor 
among the hills of Galilee; women winnowing.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons of the year. The use of tie 
stereograph will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real. Forty-five places are to be visited 
in 1915. The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, ’if 
all are ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
is given free.-, Twelve places will be described with the 
lessons of th first quarter; cost The four for January 
alone, 67 cents. Less than four in one order are 20 cents eacl. 
Stereoscopes, go cents each. Postage or express is prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. _ Lantern slides 
of the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more prices are: plain slides, go cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


& 


** How to Speak Effectively Without Notes."" By Roberti 
E. Speer. A clear, brief, practical address by one of the 
strongest, most experienced public speakers of our time. 20 
cents. Copies may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 17 (Judg. 6: 11-40) 


. From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. M3 


A Prayer Before the Lesson. —God of 
our fathers, we come to thee with thanksgi 
—— Thongh snows and frosts 


comes to those who thee, 
ripe mission fields of the world we call on thee 
to send men. May some of the boys and girls 
here to-day heed the call of God and go to do his 
will. Be a God and Father to the thousands 
of fatherless and widows in Europe. 
each one of us willing to do thy wi 
sake of Jesus. Amen. 
HE men who are busy are the men who 
“have moved the world upward. Gid- 
eon was busy when called him. 
It is good to be busy. Some people overdo 
the thing, and are so busy that they cannot 
hear the voice of God when he calls. Gid- 
eon was taking care of the wheat-crop. ‘The 
Midianites were liable to get it. ht in 
the midst of his beating out the wheat the 
angel of Jehovah came with his message. 
God’s calls always come at the wrong time 
for the man who does not want to hear; they 
never find the man too busy when he wants 
to hear, 

Gideon had another good quality for lead- 
ership,—he was hardheaded. God had to 
show him. He had no idea of listening to 
every voice that came his way; he wanted to 
know. And God was willing to show him. 
He came close to the verge of being pig- 
headed about it. There are various kinds o 
heads, —-limitation of space forbids the men- 
tioning of an extended list. The hard- 
headed man is the man who, through a sense 
of prudence, wants to know the facts before 
acting ; the pigheaded man is the one who, 
when the facts are all known and all against 
his course of action, still persists in it (a). 

Gideon put up a strong plea that he was 

not the man wanted. His family was the 
poorest in Manasseh, and he was the least of 
all the family. He had nothing with which 
to save Israel, That is where his human 
nature cropped out, Many men when called 
of God. to a task begin by saying, ‘* I can not 
do that. I am only a merchant, I am only a 
farmer, I am only a lawyer, I am only a 
teacher, | am. only-a clerk, am only a mill 
operative.’’ 
. Gideon was not the kind of man to rush 
into a thing. _ He was careful and prudent. 
This is shown by the fact of his hiding in the 
wine-press to beat out the wheat, by cutting 
down the altar of Baal at night, and by ask- 
ing for signs. But when he knew that God 
had called, he went to his work with an en- 
thusiasm that meant success (b). 


For the 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
** Anywhere with Jesus I can safely 5." 
** Hark? the voice of Jesus calling.’ 
** He leadeth me, O blessed thought."’ 
** It may not be on the mountain's height." 
** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.”’ 
** Lord, speak to me, that | may speak.’’ 
**O Jesus, f have promised."’ 
** Take my life, and let it be."’ 

(References in parentheses are to the metrical 

Psalm ve “ Bible Songs.””) 

I-13 (127 : 1-3). 
1-26 (99 : 1-4). 

I-19 (163 : 1-3, 10). 
21-5 (22: 1-3). 
2 I-tx (26: 1-4). 


| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Two Sundays are devoted to the 
story of Gideon, which is a favorite 
because full of action. Study all of 

chapter 6 and note well the different scenes. 


Psalm 65 : 
Psalm 44: 
Psalm 80: 
Psalm 15 
Psaim 16 








Review and Intervening Events.—Sketch 
Mount Tabor and Jael’s tent. The children 
will recall incidents of the victory of Deborah, 
Barak, and Jael over Sisera. The same 
memery text will apply to-day. 

While Deborah and Barak lived they 
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helped the children of, Israel to remember 
God’s rales, and they were Happy. Forty 


rs passed, Many older ple died. 
t ers grew old, and their ch grew to 
be men and women, forgot God’s 


rules, worshiped idols, and had to be pun- 
ished. 7 ti 


Lesson Teaching.—God chooses faithful 
people to be his helpers. 


This Week's Lesson Story.—Eve for 
several years the children of ssash bad great 
trouble, because the Midianites came and stole 
their ripe grain and fruit, their sheep and cattle, 
and even the work-animals. Besides ajl that, 
they brought their tents, cattle, and camels 
to camp in Israel’s land until their crops and 
the pasture were gone, They frightened the 
children of Israel, so that many of them left 
their homes and hid in dens and caves in 
the hill. Their idols couldn’t help them, so 
they prayed to God, who heard and was 


ready to help. 

God looked for a faithful helper. A young 
man named Gideon had managed to gather a 
little of his father’s grain before the Midian- 
ites found it. Gideon hunted for a safe 

lace to pound the grain from the husks. 
He felt safe in the winepress. Once as 
Gideon looked up from his hard work, he 
saw God’s messenger under an oak near by. 
The messenger spoke,—The Lord is with 
thee, thou mighty man of valor, Gideon 
was surprised and said, Why do we have so 
much trouble, if Jehovah is with us? The 
messenger said, Go in this thy might, and 
save Israel from the Midianites: have not I 
sent you? Gideon couldn’t believe that 
God wanted him, so he said, O Lord, how 
can I save Israel? my family is poor, and I 
am the least in my father’s house. The an- 
swer came, Gasely I will be with you, and 
you shall have victory. 

Gideon wanted proof that his vistor was 
God’s messenger, He said, Wait here until 
I bring you a present, The messenger prom- 
ised. Gideon prepared meat, broth, and 
bread. He carried the broth in a pot, and 
the bread and meat in a basket, to the place 
where God’s messenger waited. Gideon ex- 


‘pected him to eat, but he said, Lay the bread 


and meat on this rock, and: pour out the 
broth, When Gideon did so, God’s messen- 
ger touched the food with the end. of his 
staff. A flame burst forth and the food was 
offered as a sacrifice. While Gideon watched, 
God’s messenger disappeared. Gideon was 
sure that God’s angel had spoken to him. 
‘The place seemed holy, so Gideon built an 
altar of stones around the rock and worshiped 
God. . 

Gideon wondered whether God would 
send any more messages. His father had 
built an altar to Baal, the idol, and. wor- 
shiped it. God told Gideon to destroy it. 
That night Gideon chose ten men, who threw 
down Baal’s altar, and built another to the 
true God, who had said, Thou shalt have no 
other geds before me. Very early next 
morning some men of the city found Baal’s 
altar destroyed. They suspected Gideon, 
and wanted to kill kim. Gideon’s father 
said, Let him live; if Baal wasn’t strong 
enough to take care of himself, he can’t be 
much of a god. Gideon was spared. 

Again the Midianites came to steal, and 
camped in the valley. Gideon blew a trum- 
pet. Messengers came, whom he sent to 
gather soldiers. While they were gone 
Gideon wanted to be sure that God had 
chosen him as leader. (Describe the two 
tests of the fleece and the dew 6 : 37-40). 

After these tests Gideon was sure that God 
had chosen him. God’s Word says, Blessed 
is the man whom thou choosest. We know 
that God chose Gideon because he tried to do 
right. 

Let us think of Gideon’s messengers this 
week, who went to gather soldiers. Next 
Sunday we shall tell what Gideon did with his 
army. (Never give to Primary children the 
picture cards or memory verse for the follow- 
mg Sunday. Always give those pertaining 
to to-day’s lesson story.) , 


After the Story.—Do you like to be chosen 
leader ina game? Deo girls like to lead in 
the school-march? Do boys like to be 
chosen to bat or pitch? Leaders must be 
faithful and brave. That was why Gideon 
was chosen. If you are faithful and brave 
as children, God may have a big work for 
you to do some day. 

Sing : 


** I emmnot do great things for ..1m, 
Who did so. much for me, 
But I should like to show my love, 
Dear Jesus, unto thee. 





Faithful in very Pile hinges 


O Saviour, may 
(Songs for Little People, 60 cents, Pilgrim Press.) 
Hand-work.—Draw Gideon’s trumpet, 
and write, Be Faithful, ° 
CHICAGO, is 
< % 


3 My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


F WE examine our charts closely and 
count the number of portions marked off 
for the tribes of Israel, we find there are 

fourteen. The tribes of Israel are descend- 
ants of Jacob’s twelve sons, We notice, 
nowever, that Dan has two portions; the 

uarters were too small near Benjamin, 
therefore a large number left and secured 
land in the northeast, where they built the 
city of Dan (Judg. 18), Then, instead of 
Joseph’s portion, we have those of the de- 
scendants of his two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh ; Manasseh, a large tribe, having 
a portion on both sides of the Jordan, The 
tribe of Levi had been set aside by God to 
serve in the tabernacle and to act as teachers 
for the people. They were given certain 
cities to live in, and were to supported 
by the tithes of the people, but. Israel was 
so much of the time disobedient and disloyal 
to God that the Levites were neglected and 
obliged to care for themselves (Judg. 17 : 8). 
Let us review the tribes who overcame the 
Canaanites in our last lesson, (This is done 
by means of the shield drawn with a red 
pencil, as suggested last week.) (a) 


would be with him, What would an army 
leader of to-day do with such a task as Gid- 
eon was facin Let the girls bring out the 
necessary qualifications for an army officer, 
—bravery, ability to train and-manage men, 
and knowledge of all the arts of war. Gideon 
is a farmer and has no army, only thousands 
of untrained men, with no weapons, to face a 
large and powerful enemy. It is evident 
then that the usual means of warfare are not 
necessary for this task, There must be some- 
= in Gideon that makes the Lord choose 

m., 

Bring out first Gideon’s humility (v. 15); 
only a humble person will, allow himself to 
be directed, ext, his faith (vs. 16-23); 
Gideon believed the Lord, but he wanted to 
be sure that it was the Lord calling him, 
What sign was given him? His gift. of a 
meal was turned into an offering to the 
Lord, Lastly, his obedience ; obedience is 
faith in action; Gideon shows whether he 
really trusts the Lord byobeying him. What 
hard things did he have to do in his own 
village? How did he come by the name of 
Jerubbaal? Bring out the absurdity of the 
situation which silenced even the angry and 
fearful villagers. Lastly, when the Midian- 
ites and the Amalekites gather in the valley 
of Jezreel in readiness for battle, how does 
Gideon meet the challenge? How does God 
encourage him? (Locate Gilboa, and make 
a mound, with red pencil, in Manasseb, to 
represent the altar of the Lord.) (c) 

A few years ago a young woman was called 
to the foreign mission field, where she has 
worked most successfully; she is wealthy, 
educated, and refined in manner, Did God 
choose her for these qualities? No; if she 














This diagram (printed by permission) has been re- 

drawn from charts in Dr. Huflbut’s “Teacher-Train- 

ing Lessons for the Sunday-School.”” Copyright, 1908, 

by Eaton and Mains. Published by the Methodist 
k Concern, 


1. The Emergency in Israel.—Yo what 
tribe does the new leader belong? (v. 15.) 
What is his name, and in what place does he 
live? (v. 11.) (Let the girls locate Ophrab. 
All locations”on chart must be made by ref- 
erence to a map-of Palestine. Use green 
pencils for cities, black for mountains.) 
What is Gideon doing? (v. 11.) Bring out 
the reasons for this secrecy, The picture of 
Israel’s. distress is a very vivid one. The 
people leaving their homes and making dens 
and caves for themselves.in the mountains; 
the enemy coming in great hordes, destroy- 
ing the crops and driving away sheep and 
cattle, so that the people are left with scarcely 
anything to eat; Gideon is beating out a 
little wheat that had been overlooked on the 
floor of the wine-press, where he will not be 
seen. What has brought all this trouble 
upon the people? (v. 1.) What did it make 
them do? (v. 7.) 


How about Israel? (vs. 7-10.) (b) 

2. The Man for the Emergency.—God 
has a great work for some one to do which 
requires special qualifications. ' The Lord 
must have found a brave man, for he calls 
him. a ** mighty man of .valor,’’ but Gideon 
does not respond very enthusiastically ; what 
is the matter with him? Certainly Israel’s 
afiairs looked very dark, but the Lord-brought 
Gideon out of his discouragement by com- 
manding him to do a great service, in which 
he would assuredly succeed, for the Lord 








Are people always to | 
blame for the trouble that comes upon them ? | 





had yj ed only these gifts God would 
not have called her to do his work ; he uses 
those who feel their own helplessness, just as 
Gideon did, and who are wilting to trust and 
obey him in everything. That is why this 
missionary has succeeded and the reason, 
also, that God has been able to use her other 
gifts and make her a blessing to so’ many. 
What does the Golden Text say of the: man 
whom Ged choeses? 
Next Week's Lesson | 

Home- Work for the Girls 

Read Judges 7 : 1-23. 

Golden Text, Zechariah 4 : 6. 

What tribes responded to Gideon’s cal] ? 

How did Gideon reduce his army ? 

What encouragement did God give him 

What lesson did God teach Israel? 

Moopy CuHuRcH, CHICAGO, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


DON’T have time to tell you much about 
our Friday night meetings at teacher’s 
house, but we stil] have them every week, 

They are a big help in getting our lessons, 
and then we have parliamentary drill and all 
kinds of things. Etell you it makes belonging 
to our class worth while. 

**Do you remember about that old Roman 
named Cincinnatus?’’ asked teacher when 
class took up Sunday morning. 

** Yes, sir,’? spoke up Bert, ‘we had him 
in Roman history last week. He was plow- 
ing out in the field when messengers told 
him he must hurry to the capital and take 
command for Rome was in danger. So he 
left his plow right where it was, went with 
them, and won a great victory.’ 

‘* You remembered that fine,’’ said teacher, 
‘‘and to-day’s lesson is about a farmer who 
lived long before Cincinnatus, but who was 
called to leave his work. and deliver his 
people.’’ 

Of course we all knew it was Gideon, so 
he took up the home study questions. 

Bumps told how the people went back to 
idolatry after Deborah died, just like their 
forefathers did after Joshua died, and how the 
Midianites conquered them and destroyed 
their crops every year till they were worse off 


| than the Belgians. 


Carl had the story about the angel who 
told Gideon he was the one to save Israel}, 
and that the Lord would be with him. 

Skinny said Gideon had raised a little patch 
of wheat somewhere that the Midianites 
didn’t find. But he didn’t dare thresh it up 
on the open threshing floor because they 
might see him; and there wasn’t enough for 
that, anyway. So he took it down in the pit 
where they used to squeeze out the grape 
juice when they had any grapes, and down 
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In there where they couldn’t see him he 
pounded the wheat out with a stick. Teacher 
said he knew it must have been a slow job, 
because lie used to have to beat out beans 
that way when he was a boy. 

Then he showed us the lesson picture,} a, 

raph of some people who live now 
somewhere near Gideon's old home, and who 
thresh out grain on a threshing floor the way 
Gideon didn’t dare to do, ‘The man in the 
picture was driving a pair of steers hitched to 
a sled around over the wheat to beat it out, 
I'd rather have a traction engine and a sepa- 
rator for mine. (a) 

** Now we'll see how much Pucker knows,"’ 
grinned Bulldog, when teacher called on, me 
to locate the places, But I showed him all 
right,, I hung up a big sheet of paper with a 
map drawn on it and the places marked 
where the Midianites came from, about where 
Gideon lived, and where the tribes were that 
he sent word to. 

Bulldog had that place where the Lord 
told Gideon to knock down the heathen altar 
that was there, and build an altar to Ged. 
When he did it the people started to kill him, 
but Gideon’s father said if Baal couldn't take 
care of his own altar he wasn’t much good, 
and so they never touched Gideon. 

Teacher asked us why God told Gideon to 
break down that altar, and after we had talked 
about it a while we decided it was to test his 
lovalty, to show the people where they were 
wrong, and to convince them that Gideon 
would make a brave leader for them, (b) 

Teacher said it was just like Carrie Nation 
smashing blind tigers in Kansas. It showed 
people what an awful thing there was in their 
midst, and that all it took to get rid of it 
was courage, and so Kansas drove them 
out. (c) 

Next we came to that sign of the dew. 
Bert told about it, and teacher had a piece of 
sheepskin there with the wool on. He bor- 
rowed it down to the harness shop to show us 
what Gideon had, It seems queer that it 
should work one way one night and the other 
way the next night, but teacher said God 
could make it work that way justias easy as 
he made that geyser that spouts hot water one 
day and cold water the next, (d) 

Ife asked why Gideon wanted this double 
sign, and Bert said so he could be sure the 
call was really from God, (e) 

‘Did he do wrong in being doubtful ?’’ 
teacher asked, 

** No, sir,’’ answered Bulldog. ‘* You bet- 
ter be sure you’re right before you start any- 
thing.’’ 

Teacher said that is so, and that some 
young men had become ministers whom God 
evidently had not called to that work. (f) 

**[ don’t see how you can tell whether 
you’re called or not,’’ spoke up Bert, looking 
puzzled, 

‘*That’s Fred’s question,’’ answered 
teacher, ‘tand I told him to ask his father. 
What did he say, Fred?” 

** Father says a call to preach or to any other 
kind of life for God depends on three things,”’ 
replied Fred; ‘an inward impression, a 
reasonable fitness, and an open door, but 
that these are not made plain unless we pray 
earnestly, and are willing to do just as God 
savs, either way.’’ (g) 

‘*That’s a splendid answer,’’ agreed 
teacher. ‘*If you will follow that you wun’t 
make any mistake.’’ So he put on the board : 





CALLED TO SERVICE 


IMPRESSIONS 
BY { QUALIFICATIONS 
OPPORTUNITIES 
PRAYER ano 
THROUGH { SUBMISSION 
“ HERE-AM I, SEND ME.” 











Then he bowed his head and prayed that 
we might all be led into our right life work, 
aud be willing to-do God’s will. He gave 
out these for home questions : 

llow many soldiers did Gideon have ? 

Ilow many soldiers did the Midianites 
have? 

Why did God think Gideon had too many 
men ? 

How did God pick out the right kind of 
men for Gideon ? 

What was Gideon’s plan of battle? 
~ What caused such a panic among the Mid- 
ianites ? 

Locate the places mentioned. 





' See *“* Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page *o in 
this issue. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“It is my privilege to have a library 
of several thousand volumes. 

“But none are consulted more fre- 
quently than The Sunday School 
Times, a file of which I have com- 


plete from 1880.’—The Rev. Horace 
R. Goodchild, Middletown, N. J. 


The same reasons that lead careful Bible students to sake The 
Sunday School Times lead them to &eep it. It would be neither 
taken nor kept unless something of great value not found elsewhere 
were regularly in its pages. For the teacher it will be in 1915 the 
fresh, every-week commentary on the Old Testament lessons, with 
such ‘‘ side-light’’ (perhaps more truly ‘‘search-light’’) articles as 


' these, —illuminating, explanatory, inspiring. This kind of help gives 


The Sunday School Times a unique place, even in a richly equipped 
reference library. 


Why Such Low Moral Standards in Old Testament Life ? 


Is there a sharp contrast between Old and New Testament 
standards? How can the earlier brutality and lust be explained ? 


The Mysteries of the Ark of God 


A careless touch, and a man died. The ark’s presence in Sattle 
was no assurance of victory to Israel. What did it all mean? 


Were the Canaanites a Civilized People? 


The findings of archeology will be brought together 
in popular, usable form to answer this question. 


What the Rest of the World Was Doing 


While Israel was becoming a nation what was bapuening in other nations? 
A giimpse of so-called ‘‘ profane history’’ will answer the question. 


The Land that Unlocks the World’s History 


For Israel, all centered in its God-covenanted Land. Is that ople 
still to possess this tiny key: beween the East and the est? 


Did Christ Appear to Men in Old Testament Days? 


Who was “the angel of the Lord’'’? ‘‘ No man hath seen God 
at any time.'' ‘“‘Not ... any man hath seen the Father."’ 


How Men Fought in Those Old Days 


In what numbers did armies face each 
other? What do we know of their 
methods, weapons, and _ strategy? 


The Holy Spirit's Work in Old Testament Lives 


Did He regenerate lives then? Did He enter believers in Pente- 
costal fulness ? How did Christ's finished work make a difference ? 


Does It Pay to Have “Strict ’’ Habits of Life ? 


Samson— while he succeeded—was a Naszirite. Some men believe it pays to 
keep clear of tobacco, liquor, etc., to-day. A ‘‘man's man’ will give his views, 


When Jerusalem Was in Its Glory 
Would ~ like to see the Holy City as Solomon saw it? 
It will be restored to our view by a vivid word-picture. 


Daniel’s Place among Earth’s Greatest Lives 


His is one of the most amazing life-stories since creation. Slave, courtier, 
premier, seer into the future: we must know him to know the Word 


If You Had Lived in Nineveh 


What did Jonah see when he faced Assyria's capital? The life in 
that dazzling metropolis wil be reconstructed in a graphic article. 


What the Pick and Spade Have Shown Us 


The Old Testament lessons are richer because of what arche- 
ology has done. Professor Melvin Grove Kyle will show why. 


How Can the Attacks of Criticism be Answered ? 


These Old Testament lessons have been attacked without mercy 
by Destructive Criticism. The attack will be vigorously met. 


What Have Earthly Kings Meant to God’s People ? 


Israel rushed too fast into a kingdom. But true kings fore- 
shadow Christ. We need tothink clearly about kings. 


The Present War's Possible Meaning to the Jews 


The Jews’ story isn’t told yet. God's promises to them, made in Old 
Testament times, have not t been fulfilled. Can you answer 
from Scripture, what bearinds to-day’s war may havé on it all > 


The teacher next to you may miss all this if you do not send now for 
a free specimen copy to hand to that teacher. A postal card could 
hardly be put to better use. 





’ JANUARY 2, 1915 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Z Begin 


Gideo ike Cincinnatus. 
JI. Gideon Called. , 
1. n> pes the people do after Deborah 


2. What punishment did God send on them ? 
(Compare with condition of Belgium). 
3- How did Gideon receive a call to deliver 
Israel? 
4- What was Gideon doing when called? 
( Picture. ) 
5. cauime Midian, Ophrah, ete. (Map.) 
6. y did God tell Gideon to break down 
Kaal's altar? 
Nation.) 
111, Gideon Assured. 
1. What proof of his call did Gideon ask? 
(Show a fleece. ) 
2. flow could it work both ways? (Geyser. ) 
3 ei seas do wrong in doubting his 
ca 
4. How may we be sure we are called to 
any particular service? (Blackboard. ) 
IV. Prayer. 


TeRRE Haute, IND. 


(Compare with Carrie 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, January 17, 1915 
Make Bold Beginnings (1 Tim. 1 : 18, 
19; 4: 12) A younger members’ 
meeting, led by a beginner, 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—A short sermon (John 4 : 28-30). 
‘TUES. —Boldness in prayer (Dan. 6 : 10-14). 
WeEbD.—The divine helper (Jer. t : 4-10), 
‘L11U RS.— Advance ! (Heb. 5: ra-14 : 6:1). 
F k1.— Begin with friends (John t : 35-5). 
Sat.— Persevere | (2 Tim. 2 : 1-15). 











Whes should we begin, and why? |... |, 
What do we most need to begin ?. Te ee 
Why is striving profitable ? =e PE aa 

EN the children of Ammon were 
gathered together, and encamped in 
Gilead. And the children of Israel 

assembled themselves together, and encamped 
in Mizpeh. And the people, the princes : of 
Gilead said one to another, who is the: man 
that will make a fearless beginning. He is 
the man of kingly stuff. Let him be our 
leader. As it was in those days, so is it to- 
day. For how can the man who is not bold 
in beginning be counted on to be bold in 
doing and in completing ? 


It is the soldier who is not afraid of going 
forward at the head of his men who wins the 
victories because he has in him the stuff of 
victorious leadership. One of our best bi- 
ographies of young men is Dr, Trumbull’s 
‘*A Knightly Soldier.’’ It is the story of 
Henry Ward Camp, a graduate of Yale, 
who there and always fearlessly followed 
Christ, who as major of a regiment of Con- 
necticut Volunteers went before his men in 
a hopeless charge at Petersburg at the end of 
the war. He knew the charge was hopeless. 
Therefore he went first. He was no cowardly 
beginner who let others take the lead while 
he came afterward in security. 


% 

Men have always appreciated the signfii- 
cance of right beginning and the quality of 
character involved in it, How men begin 
is a revelation of the past and a determina- 
tion of the future. It is so with young men 
and women at the beginning of their school 
life away from home. It is so with all of us 
at the beginning of a new year. 


ae 5 

How we begin will reveal what lies be- 
hind, our training and home influence, our 
own real inner nature. There are some who 
appear on the surface to be the right sort, 
but watch them now as they begin. A 
litle opposition or ridicule breaks them down 
and shows them to be of cowardly heart, or 
reveals the real shallowness of the soil of 
their souls through which a little sun scorches 
the seed. There are others who will appear 
at once under the test of new beginnings as 
men of no character for truth and no positive- 


imess of conviction, men whose influence 


must be overcome in the interest of honor 
and highmindedness. And then, thank/God, 
there are those who are not afraid to be true 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 17 (Judg. 6: 11-40) 


[ hase. . Ner VOUS 


Men 


and Women 





Physically rundown get im- 
and lasting bene- 
fits from the regular use of 
Scott’s Emulsion after meals. 
Ks chief constituent is nature’s 
greatest ne force to 
strengthen the organs and 
=) nerve centers, : aie by 
grain, rebuild physical 
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Invest January 
Funds in safe, con- 
venient easily convertible 
CALVERT MORTGAGE 
6 PERCENT CERTIFICATES 
Abundantly 7, oe piest 


Real 
‘denominations of of $100.00. 
Due two youre ae & date and arene 


demand In- 
terest chase ot oatked without fail J Janu- 


oe ond drive fe for the book. 
THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 


1064 Calvert Bldg. . Baltimore, Md. 
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Get the Best Selling 
Hymn Book 
THE “‘NEW MAKE 

$ , : 


Prof. E. ¢ 
Biederwolf, Dr. H. 
Dr. 
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The Latest, Best 
and Most Popular | 
n Boo 


BIEDERWOLF 


ke 
prekeactas 


the most 
SOSaon dhe ea and aS 
ow one is better. Bend 150 


STOUGH for sample co LYON 


The Glad Tidings Pub. Co. Lakeside Bidg,,Chicago, il, 





THE SONG BOOK PROBLEM 
? : 1? 


oe 177 177 


The answer to IT is evidently 177, but what is “ IT’ 
To Sunday School Superintendents, patos or Music 


Committees interes in the “ PROBLEM” we will 
send tuli information on request. To 0) who men- 
tion 1650 we will send FREE 78 of the 177. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
265 W. 36th St., NewYork. 14 W.Washington St., Chicago 


YOU CAN AFFORD at 


ror2(N 
just out). fons or oan — $3.00 a per Reradbads 
wed cents each. s, words and music 


EB. A. K. HACKETT, ce "”AYNE. INDIANA. 
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Scientific methods with ouatan 
training tor the ministry. Large 
faculty and library. 


THEOLOGICAL 


Graduate ae ae orsign 

and _ resident. col 

qedusies of all chirches pe SEMINARY 
ssociated with Hartford School of Religious 


traini Sund hool and oth 
pg in unday School and other lay 


School of Missions. | fitting for 
foreign service. Address M. W. J S, Dean 
of Seminary, Hartford, BW. 2ACOOU 
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FACTORY TO Y 
GOLLES SCHOOL OR BOCIETY 
log attractive prices 
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peme e fre by n request. Special offer, either 
style of ere illustrated with any three lete , 
ters an eres, one or wwe colors of enamel, ‘ 
sterling fi ver, aoc. each ; $3.00 dozen; silver plate, 


ake TAR $r. ozen, 
AN BROS. cO., 571 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N. Y. 


one. - MAKING, THE REW PROFES: ‘ ms &@ 100-pp. il- 
lustrated Tart Mey iat Home eds 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions. -AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, 502 W. 69th St., Cuicaco, In. 





are languid, sleepless and 
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( Continued from preceding page) 


because it never occurs to them to be other- 


wise, or because they are of the courageous 
stuff that te wrt a pew test and that de- 
ee fear and trimming. The boldness or 
weakness of our beginning now will dis- 
close our past and what it has made of us, 


+ 4 
How we n determines our future as 
well as our past. Our beginnings 


are determinative of direction. They are 
like the tip of a fisherman's rod as he creeps 
al nk of a trout stream in the thick 
— He cannot push the tip of his rod 
through between a fir and a spruce and fol- 
low between a birch and a maple; just as a 
stream Cannot start down one side of a water- 
shed and then turn back and go down the 
other, 

Beginnings determine not directions only, 
but also the probability of success, What 
man in a race would say that it does not 
matter how he starts off? The race may be 
won on the starting line. We may object to 
the proverb ‘* Well begun is half done.” 
We may say that such an ordering is unjust 
but our objection will not alter the fact, and 
if we really want to succeed, we will begin to 
try before we begin at all. 

“ 


If the water is cold it won’t grow any 
warmer while you shiver on the bank. 

Leadership is tested by its ability to begin 
hard tasks, Any one can follow. 

The man who can do nothing but begin 
is little better than the man who cannot be- 
gin at all. Following through to the end 
is as neccessary as right beginning. 

The courage not to begin unwise or wron | 
courses is as high as the courage of bo! 
right beginnings. 

We cannot begin better than the Bible 
begins—with God. 

** Seize this very minute. 


What you can do or think you can 
Begin it."” 








[ Children at Home 


When Grandma Rode 
the Runner 


By Alice Mary Farrington 


ITTLE grandma twisted restlessly. Not 
because she was cold. How could 
she be, in quilted hood and homespun 

cloak, woolen mittens and stockings—and 
buried, too, beneath wolf skins ? 

But she had sleighed all day, and was tired 
of sitting still. It was a long way to Great- 
Aunt Ellen’s, 

‘* M@ther,’’ begged little grandma, ‘* may 
I ride the runner ?”’ 

**Of course not,’’ said great-grandmamma 
promptly, 

‘**1’ll hold on tight.’’ 

**Don’t mention it again,’ said great 
grandmamma. 

With a sigh, little grandma snuggled un- 
der the robes, 

They were mounting Hardscrabble Hill, 
and Billy stopped to rest. Great grandma- 
ma laid the ia eeping baby among the furs, 
and climbed to the front seat beside great 
grandpapa. 

Little grandma kept wanting to ride that 
runner, Next time Billy stopped for breath, 
she slipped noislessly from the sleigh and 
around to the back. She stood on the broad 
runner, and grasped the top of the sleigh 
with both mittens, 

It was the end of the hill, and Billy started 
briskly. The runner struck: the rut of a 
cross road. Little grandma’s feet bounced 
into the air, her hands were torn from their 
hold, and she was flung off into a drift. She 
lay half stunned by the fall. After a while 
she picked herself up. The deep snowdrift 
was soft and her heavy clothing saved her 
anything worse than the bump. The sleigh 
jingled out of hearing. Dazed from the fall, 
little grandma, instead of keeping straight 
ahead, turned down the cross road. She 
listened for sleigh-bells, and heard a sound 
faint and musical. She hurried on,—but it 
was only a boy drumming his milk pail. 

** Have you seen my sleigh drive by?” 
cried little grandma hopefully. 

**Nobody’s been by,’’ answered the boy, 
staring, as well he might, at the little girl 





alone, at the edge of the evening, on that 
dim. toad through. the forest, 
tule 


Li ndma sat flat down on the snow, 
and cri She knew she was lost. 


‘« Mother!” shouted the boy and ran to |’ 


the house. 

His mother came and led little grandma 
in, She sobbed out her story, 

** There, there !’’ the boy’s mother com- 
forted. ‘We'll take you to your Aunt 
Ellen’s, ’Tisn’t far, I. wish the horses 
were here Lag we could take you now, because 
your mother will worry.’’ 

'*T can carry her,’’ interrupted the boy, 
**with Star! ie I go the short cut through 
the woods, we’ll be there most as soon as 
her mother,” 

“It’s nearly night, John,” his mother 
hesitated, **and Star is so slow. It will be 
dark before you get home,”’ 

‘**I’m not afraid,’’ said John sturdily, and 
was off to the barn. 

He came back in a tinkle of bells, driving 
Star. 

“Why! It’s a cow!” cried little grand- 
ma in astonishment, John laughed proudly. 

**Trained her myself,’’ he said as they 
tucked themselves into a mite of a sleigh. 

** She’s a year and a half old. Father 
gave her to me when she was a calf, and I 
broke her, Get up, Star!’’ ‘He took the 
reins and the heifer started obediently, 

**She’s slow but safe. There’s a wagon 
for summer. 

** How old are you ?’’ asked little grand- 
ma respectlully, 

**Nine,’”’ said John. 

** Was she hard-to teach?’’ 

** It took quite a while. I never used whip 
or goad. Just coaxed her with apples and 
maple sugar.’ 

ittle grandma wasn’t missed from the 
big sleigh. Her mother glanced back often 
to make sure the baby was all right, and 


when she didn’t see little grandma supposed | 
her cuddled under the robes to keep warm. | 


At Great-Aunt Ellen’s everybody trooped 
out to greet them—so many that in the con- 
fusion one little girl more or less didn’t count. 

** Why: didn't you bring one of the other 
children, too?’’ Great-Aunt Ellen asked, 
hugging the baby. 

“I did,” answered great-grandmamma 
surprised. ‘* Haven’t you seen her?” 

Then it was discovered that nobody had 
seen her. 

‘* She must be in the sleigh, asleep ! ’’ 

Her father lighted a lantern and went to 
the barn. Heshookeachrobe. He searched 
under both seats. When he came in he 
looked pale. 

‘* She isn’t there!’ he cried. 

Then every one was frightened, 

*¢ Could she have fallen out.? ’’ 

Tinkling bells brought them to the door, 

**Oh! she’s there! Slie’s found !’’ cried 
little grandma’s mother joyfully, the first to 
see her, and thanked John over and over 
for bringing her. 

**T’ll never, never ride a runner again ! ’” 
promised remorseful little grandma, grate- 
fully feeding Star a big lump of maple sugar. 

John’s pockets were filled with apples for 
himself, and then John and Star jingled 
merrily home down the dark woods road. 

BREWER, MAINE. 


Star's broken to saddle, too.’’ |: 
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“A Unique Book About a Unique Man ’” 
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THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE 
By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 
HORIZED 
MR. SUNDAY 

book that explains “ Billy’ Sunda 
as = leas fiction, Contains the heart of 
Sunday’s manenae, which has changed the lives of 
a quarter of a million, Reproduces Mr. Sunday's 
picturesque, ae re and sayings, 
and retains all of the won ul appeal of his piat- 
form utterances. 
Cloth, Profusely Illustrated, $1.50. 
te Seti edition, $1.00. ’ 
At all bookstores or from the publishers 
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“FITS THE VEST POCKET” 


Gist of the Lesson 


R. A. TORREY. 
- Terse, vigorous, brief, suggest- 
ive.” — Christian Index. 
“Excellent in every way.””’— Bid- 
lical Recorder. 
“ Challenges attention, provokes 
thought.”” — Record of ‘Christian 









“Amazing how much in small 
ce.””— Baptist Teacher. 
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{ What Do You £ 
Really Know 
About the 
Second Coming ? 


Is the subject one that you have never 
taken up in earnest? Does it seem to 
you rather speculative, and not of prac- 
ticas concern to the busy Christian? But 
just now Christians are asked to tell 
what they do believe; what there is in 
the Bible on the subject. It is well to 
get one’s own ideas from personal study 
and meditation. - An article to appear in 
The Sunday School Times early this year, 
by Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of The 
Moody Bible Institute, will explain, di- 
rectly and simply, ‘‘ How to Study the 
Second Coming for Yourself,” a guide 
in such study that will send you to the 
Scripture passages on this theme that 
may be counted the key utterances. Ad- 
vance orders for free specimen copies of- 
this issue will be filed now. 
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Do You Really Know 
Your Old Testament ? 


Or is it stifa jumble of history and music and wae and roger. ane 
ud.? ine 


and unpronounceable names.that you are afraid. to read, 
In 1915 you will have a fresh 


nity’ to dig’ iito"the © 


treasures of that old Boek; to get’ mueh of it into-orderly arrange- - 


ment in your thought: 


But most of all we need background for such study, if we are 


to grasp the deeper meanings of the story, and obtain an orderly 
view of the whole: ‘ . 


The Sunday School Times will look well to your needs in every 
department during the coming year.” Make use Of it to the utmost. 
And in addition to the paper, 
issues certain books that will help’ won 


rfully’ in ing order 
and background to your study. Af siving * 


OR instance, Miss Haig’s ‘‘ Analytical Outlines of -the 
Old Testament,” 2 small. book,.for reference and study, 
not so much for reading, has study-outlines. and charts. and 

memory helps that will bring..Old Testament history. zn/o /ine for 


you in a most simple and usable way,—for personal or for class 
study. It costs only §0 cents—little enough for such a big help. 


Then there is Professor Willis J. Beecher’s -‘‘ Fhe .Dated 


. Events of the Old Testament.’’ What is more confusing: than 


Old Testament time-measurements and dates? ‘ When” is a bi 
question about events in those days, But Professor Beecher worke 
out with masterly scholarship and patience tables easily understood, 
that give ‘‘a reasonably complete list of the events narrated in-tlie 
Old Testament, with their time relations,” as DfBeecher modestly 
put it. These tables show the relation of these events to other 


he Sa me Bet oe Times Company - 


near events, Israelitish or foreign, and they show which: are:con- . 
jectura!: and which are fixed by positive evidence,—and.they show. . 


what the evidence is, 


Can you imagine anythitig more useful in givifig you-the’ back- 
round of ¢ime? -This book costs $1.50—a book. to«have at hand 
or a life-time of Bible study of the more careful sort. 


ND what about modern criticism—‘ higher" and -** lower." ?’” 


What is a good, common-sense,. well-informed. position: to . 


take on the whole. question? You: are.sure. to meet-with 
queries in your own mind, or in other minds on this-much-debated 
subject. ere. again Professor. Beecher..rendered a.great. service. to 


i 


the expert and theinexpert Bible student.in his book ** Reasonable — 


Biblical Criticism.’’ It is a wonderfully steadying book. It sélls 
for $1.50. i hai 


lightening field, of Bible research in ancient lands ‘there are 
four books well worth your attention,—the first, a little one 
that you can slip into your mind about as easily’ as into your 
vocket, **Archaeology’s Solution of Old Testament Puzzles.’’ 
t tells ‘how pick and spade are answering the destructive criti- 
cism of the Bible.” You want to know how to answer some of .the 
neighborhood critics who ¢/Ain& they know how little of the Bible is 
left nowadays. You will be glad to surprise them, after you have 
read this little book of John Urquhart’s (price, 30 cents), for 
which he was awarded ‘‘The Gunning Prize” by the Victoria 
Institute of Great Britain. 


The second is Professor Albert T. Clay’s fine work, a large 
and richly illustrated volume, ‘* Light on the Old Testament 
from Babel.’’ Aren't some of the chapter titles suggestive—The 
Babylonian Creation Story; The Babylonian Deluge Story ; The 
Tower of Babel; Babylonian Life in the Days of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. But these do not half suggest, after all, the enthralling 
story of research and uncovered history that is found.in this splen- 
did volume, with its more than roo illustrations, Its price is $2.00. 


Ta in that always fascinating field, and tremendously en- 


The third is that altogether unusual and engrossing book, 
Dr. Franklin E. Hoskins’ ‘* From the Nile to Nebo.’’ It is doubt- 
ful whether any published volume has such a remarkable collection 
of photographs (85 of them) of the route of the Exodus, And Dr. 
Hoskins’ book is not only a most picturesque travel-story, but it is 
very rich in scholarly studies of the Exodus, the Wilderness wan- 
derings, the coming to Nebo. The $3.00 that this book costs is a 
very profitable investment. As a substantial Christmas gift this 
bok is one you would be glad to give—or receive |! 


And fourth, Professor Melvin Grove Kyle's ** The Deciding 
Voice of the Monuments in Biblical Criticism ’’ should be men- 
tioned. In Dr. Kyle's popular style it gathers up the present bear- 
ings of archeology and the Bible. Although not published by The 
Sunday School Times Company it can be supplied to readers. Its 
cost is $1.65. ; 


T'S a difficult and most profitable journey you undertake when 
you start another year of Old ‘Testament study. Why: not 
start with a good canteens You may see any or all of 

these books on afprova/ on two simple conditions: you to pay 
only the return mailing if you do not want them,—if you do keep 
them more than a week; the stated price for those you keep, 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 














For Family Worship 





january 11 to 17 


Mona.—Judges 6 : 11-24. The Call of Gideon. 

Gideon never dreamed, as he beat out the 
wheat in the wine that God would call 
him to deliver Israel, We have little knowl- 
edge of God’s wondrous methods, and we 
know not whom he may chouse to do his 
mighty work, The boy in your home may 
be the Gideon of God’s choice. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the great 
organized activities of our young people; 
for the Young People’s Society of Christian 
Endeavor; nearly one hundred thousand of 
them now are numbered among the ** Com- 


‘| rades of the Quiet Hour.”” Pray for their 


** Tenth Legion,’’ an organisation to give 
regularly, systematically, and proportion- 
ately to God's work. Pray for the Chris- 
tian Endeavor soldier boys on the battlefields 
of Europe. 


Tues.— es 6 : 25-40. 


Gideon had received the inspiration with 
the command, and he gave himself wholly 


‘| to the will of God, It was a hard thing for 


this youthful leader to disregard the heathen 
observances of his father and his people, and 
destroy the false gods, but his heart was 
aflame with a new inspiration, and he was 
not only zealous but courageous to do God’s 


_| will. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to bless 
these thought/ul days to the peoples of all 
lands. Never before in recent generations 
has the world been so moved by the common 
néed of humanity and by the wretchedness 
occasioned by warfare and poverty. Pray 
that men may turn from thinking of mate- 
rial things to their spiritual obligations, 


Wed.—Judges 6: 1-10. Oppression by Midian. 

The cause of the suffering of Israel is 
found in the tenth verse of our lesson, where 
Jehovah says, ‘* Ye have not hearkened unto 
my. voice.’’ . The poor Israelites were living 
in dens and caves of the mountains instead 
of the homes which God intended; but it 
was because sin had ruled in their lives. Sin 
always brings disaster, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the great 
denominational societies of our country,— 
the Westminster Guild, the Baptist Young 
People’s Union, the Epworth League, the 
various societies that are doing such earnest 
work throughout the Church of Christ. 
Pray that our yonng people may not only 
feel the responsibility in their own churches, 
but the responsibility of the whole world, that 
the day may speedily come when all nations 
shall call Christ Lord and King. 


Thurs.—Exod. 3: 1-10. The Call of Moses. 

God leads men by individuals and always 
has. How little Moses realized, as he kept 
his father’s flock in Midian, that God would 
call him that day as he approached Mt. 
Horeb, But God had come down to deliver 
Israel, and his first step was to find the man 
who was to lead. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the out- 
pouring of Goa’s Spirit upon all people at 
this time, fora great revival of religion, a 
reawakening of man’s sense of dependence 
upon God and man’s need of a Saviour. 
Pray that men may know Christ and may 
turn to him, from the least to the greatest. 


Fri.—Isa. 6: 1-13. The Call of Isaiah. 

This sixth chapter of Isaiah has been one 
of the great chapters of missionary history. 
In it many a noble life has found his own call 
and responded to God. It was when Isaiah 
saw ithe Lord and saw him on his throne that 
he listened and heard the voice which gave 
to him his response: ‘‘ Here am I. Send 
me.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the Young 
People’s Society of Christian Endeavor in 
thetr International Peace Union, Pray 
that the words of their pledge, ** I will seck 
fo promote good-will among men and peace 
on earth, I will work toward the abolition 
of war, and will endeavor to cement the fel- 
lowship of the people of all nations and de- 
nominations throughout the world,’’ may 
have a place not only in their hearts, but in 
the hearts of all Christian people. 


Sat.—Acts 22: 1-15. The Call cf Saul (Paul). 
What.a wonderful leader Paul became! 
He was not only the great theologian, bet 
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the constructive mental genius of the early 
church. And this man was called from 


leade: emeiay yee. oper ranks. He - 
who el teen enemy of Christ Tibeme 


the champion of the faith. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: Let rel gy | for 
our enemies, Pray for those who oppose 
you. Pray for those who trouble and annoy 
you. Pray that the experience of opposition 
may upbuild character and Christian grace 
within your own life. 

Sun.—2 Tim, 1: 1-14, A Holy Calling. 

No one can read this counsel of Paul to 
Timothy without realizing the intrinsic worth 
of & godly heritage and the far-reaching value 
of holiness as it touches generations to come. 
We cannot be too grateful for the inspiration 
that has come to us from those who have 
gone before us,—from godly fathers and 
mothers, ; 

PRAYER SuGcEsTions: Pray that the in- 
fluence of the home may be stronger day by 
day; that family worship may not be per- 
functory or formal, but may be recognized 
as @ genuine force within the home to ac- 
complish earnest and constructive good. 
Pray for one another, individually, at the 
Samily altar. Do not be afraid to pray for 
individual members of the home by name, 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions? 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
131. Who made an idol out of stolen sil- 


ver, and afterward had the idol stolen 
from him ? 


132. What great city could have been saved 
from destruction by ten good men ? 


133. Which tribe of Israel was noted for its 
left-handed warriors ? 


134 What general made each of his soldiers 
cut down and carry a branch of a tree, 
and why? 


135. Who slaughtered sixty-nine of his 
brothers on one stone? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
126, Saul (1 Chron, I0 : 4). 


127. The Nile by Aaron as one of the ten 
plagues (Exod. 7 : 19, 20). 


128. Sisera, the general of Jabin, a Phoeni- 


cian king who was defeated by Barak - 


and Deborah (Judg, 4 : 13). 
129. The elders of Succoth (Judg, 8 : 16). 


130. Jair, one of the judges of Israel (Judg. 
10 : 3, 4). 





TARBELL’S Tencuers’ Guioe 


Nearly one-half more lesson 
material than any other teach- 
ers’ commentary — there’s a 
reason why knowing teachers 


use TARBELL’S. 


Dr. John H. Jowett says: 
"Exceedingly well done. Of very great 
assistance to Sunday School teachers." 

Margaret Slattery says: 


"I know of nothing better. Teachers of 
graded lessons will find it invaluable." 
AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 


Fleming H. Revell COMPANY 135 No. Wabash. Chicago 
NEW SETS OF SLIDES 


Peace and Arbitration . . 100 Slides 
European War ..... 100 Slides 
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Send 10 cent:ifor complete catalog. 
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LESSON FOR JAN, 17 


A. Farmers’. Editor 


(Judg. 6 : 11-40) 


Speaks Out 


It.was a busy morning in the office 
of The Practical Farmer, a leading 
agricultural weekly. 


The Publisher of The Sunday School 
Times was there on business, and the 
question before the house was of in- 
terest to the owners, of the Farmer, 
the editor, the foreman of the com- 
posing room, and all were there in 
consultation. ° 


But the editor of The Practical 
Farmer was moved to speak out on a 
matter not then before the house. 
Turning to the Publisher, he said, 
earnestly : 


Ma 


«’T’ ve taken a Sunday-school class, 
and I’ve been reading The Sunday 
School Times. Why, it seems to me 
that I wouldn’t know how to get 
along without it !’” 


.That was a_ generous thing to say, 
in, the thick of.a business conference. 
And Mr. Knight is a most sensible, 
practical..man -in, his special field of 
work... ‘The . Publisher: is inelined to 
think that -he..has the right idea in 
his Sunday-school work, too ! 


On ‘his way out, the Publisher was 
halted by the office circulation than- 
aget é6f Phe Practieal’ Fartver: ‘Mr. 
Harris—a_ business’ acquaintance of 
long standing. | 


‘*T think,’’ said Mr. Harris, ‘‘ that 
inthe past year I: have had more help 
from The Sunday School ‘limes than 
ever before.’’. (The Publisher did 
‘not know that Mr. Harris was a close 
reader of the paper.) ‘* Those short 
notés on the first page,’’ he went on, 
**those have such a spirit in them !’’ 
The Publisher thanked Mr. Harris 
with a full heart, for he too had been 
helped by those same notes, and the 
more so because he knows the life of 
the writers of them. 


That was an encouraging morning, 
was it not? 


Do you wonder that the Publisher 
rejoices in his special privilege of de- 
vising ana putting into effect ways 
and- means of telling others the world 
around of a paper that men say really 
helps them ? 


In this same task and privilege the 
Publisher would be glad to have you 
asa partner. If The Sunday School 
Times has meant anything worth while 
to you, will you say so, to some others 
near you,—-say so in such convincing 
tones that the friends to whom you 
speak will ask how they might now 
join your club, or with you form a 
club of subscribers ? 


Will you speak out, as that farm- 
editor did?» Could you say as much ? 


Then will you ? 





Tut PUBLISHER. 
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Books Worth Noting 











Days in the Open (By Lathan A. Cran- 
dall),—Fishing expeditions in New Bruns- 
wick, the North Woods, Florida, British 
Columbia, and elsewhere fill these “days in 
the open.”” The charm of days spent on 
streams and lakes is likely to make the 
keenly envious of the opportunities for sport 
which the author has enjoyed, ‘To many the 
most attractive chapter will be the first, which 
recounts boyhood adventures along the stream 
where the author's fishing instincts were first 
developed, (Revell, $1.50 net.) 


The Proof of God (By Harold Begbie). | 


—The proofs of Goxi’s existence in the light 
of present-day thought are discussed in can- 
did, thorough, and able fashion. Much is 
made of hypnotism and the sub-conscious- 
ness in support of a belief in Personality, and 
the philosophy of Bergson is considered to 
be one of the strongest proofs of the view for 
which the author contends, ‘The first three 
chapters dealing with Origins, Evolution, 
and the Beliefs of Men of Science, are par- 
ticularly good, but the whole book can be 
heartily recommended for its forceful presen- 
tation of the theistic position, which is the 
foundation of the Christian revelation. (Re- 
vell, 75 cents net.) 


The Call of the East (By Thurlow 
Fraser).—The call that we may hear in Mr, 
Fraser’s book is not the whisper of exotic 
color, of curious experience, of strange 
knowledge of out-of-the-way ners in the 
oldest corners of the old world. Itis the 
clear trumpet-call to service sounded to men 
who want to put their manhood to its surest 
use. ‘The story is of the experience of a 
medical missionary in the campaign against 
the French in Formosa in 1885. A big, 
clean-minded Canadian went to the East to 
serve man and God, That he found there 
hot only what he sought, but something very 
different from what he sought, need not lead 
us’to doubt’ the moral: 


expected interest. (Revell, $1.25! net.) 


Judson the Pioneer (By J. Mervin 
Hull).—So many lives of Judson have been 
written that it scarcely seems as though there 
was room for another. Yet this latest one, 
written for boys by J. Mervin Hull, differs 
so widely from all others, and presents the 
life of the great pioneer in such vivid, force- 
ful style, that it seems almost like a new 
story. As a missionary biography for boys 
it is unsurpassed. It would be a. poor sort 
of boy that would fail to be fascinated by its 
thrilling stories of adventure and achieve- 
ment, But it is more than a book for boys. 
Mature readers will find it a new and valua- 
ble interpretation of the life of America’s 
greatest forgign missionary. No student of 
missions, no matter how many lives of Jud- 
son he has read, can afford to pass it by 
(American Baptist Publication Society, 50 
cents net, postage 8 cents). 


What Must the Church Do to Be 
Saved? (By P. Marion Simms, Ph. D.)-— 
The writer discusses ‘*The Necessity and 
Possibility of the Unity of Protestantism,”’ 
His statement of the problem is most im- 
pressive, and his account of the actual con- 
ditions is unutterably sad. Among other 
topics he writes on what he calls ‘* ‘The Ab- 
surdity of Creed Subscription ’’ and ** The 
Abuse of Ecclesiastical Authority,’’ But he 
makes statements which are too extreme to 
carry conviction; indeed, they will elicit 
opposition because of the apparent implica- 
tions that a church may believe what it likes 
and tolerate almost any evil. When, how- 
ever, he speaks of ‘“‘the impotence of a 
divided Church ”’ and ‘‘the power of a uni- 
fied Church’’ he will find many to agree 
with him. There are certain features ap- 
proved, especially in regard to amusement 
and recreation, that will not be universally 
endorsed as a legitimate part of Christian serv- 
ice, and on other points the book is not con- 
vincing. But its purpose is wholly admira- 
ble, and it should be read for its cogent plea, 
even though there may be disagreement on 
details. (Revell, $1.50 net.) 


The Fundamentals. Volume XI. 
Worthily continued are the great purpose 
and the high standard of the former volumes 
in this series,. The present number contains 
seven papers: The Biblical Conception of 

( Continued on next page) 


Men wlio ‘invest’ 
their lives rightly often get far more than the'}: 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new: subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage ; 


Five or .more copies, either to 
$1 00 separate addresses orina pack- 
age to one: address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
One copy, five years, $6.00. 
One free copy addi- 
tional will be allowed 





per year, 
Free Copies 


k,|.| for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 


$1.00 rate. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
_ 4031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











EGET IS: 
oe 


and at last succeeded. 


1031 Walnut Street - - 





‘EXHIBIT “B’ 


We shall ‘exhibit in our columns, from time to time, 
facsimiles’ of ‘letters from Sunday School Times sub- 
scribers that-.we believe .will be of unusual interest to 
Times readers, . 


“B” is. the second of these exhibits. 






hogs pe ye Va ln Leca 





What Mrs. Cleaver has done for her co-workers you can do for 
yours. “Maybe you have tried and failed. She tried for tao years 


Sappose ‘you try once more. 
copies to thoroughly introduce the paper to all workers in your school. 


THE.SUNDAY.SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


, 


Ask us for enough free specimen 





- - «= «= Philadelphia ~ 
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F Books’ Worth: Noting 


(Cohtinued fram preceding page). 
Sin, “by :Dr. Thomas Whitelaw ; “At-One- 
Ment Ag, empitiasion. be the Rev, Dyson 
Hague; The Grace of God, "y Dr. C. & 
Scofield; Fulfilled Prophecy a Potent Argu- 
ment’ for the Bible, by Mr. Arno C,’/Gaebe- 
lein;: ‘The Coming of, Christ, by Dr. Charles 
R, Erdman ; Is. Romanism Christianity? by 
the Rev. T..W. Medhurst ; Rome, the An- 
ronist of the Nation, by the Rev.-J. M. 
Foster,’ It is interesting to know that this 
book is going out to about one inundred 
thousand Christian workers throughout ‘the 
i} earth. The ‘*Two Laymen”’ who are re- 
sponsible for the series are doing the whole 
church an inestimable service. Like the 
other volumes, this will be sent free to all 
Christian workers ; those who have not re- 
ceived a copy are counseled to obtain it by 
‘ sending their request to the - publishers, 
Others can secure it for 15 cents, It will 
repay thorough study, and will confirm the 
faith and stre en the assurance that ‘* Thy 
Word is ‘truth.”. ‘(Testimony Publishing 
Company, 808 N. ‘La Salle Street, Chiéago.) 


































From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 








some of the choicest of Dr. 


Selections from 
Miller's letters on soul ems will be 
continued in the Times dsring 


the early weeks of 1915 
44. What Common Service Means 


LIKE to think we do not only our spirit- 
ual act+, but even the work of our 
common days for Christ; that he ac- 

cepts even the lowliest task-work as lily 
service when we do it in his name and to 
please him. When Jesus said, teferring to. 
his Father, ** I do salways those things-that 
please “hiin,’’ he -had in mind got only his 


: foutingpetirthenganplcs but. also Ne erat ’ 
else that belonged to ‘his ile. He ha ung 


same thought in his. mind during the: first 
thirty years, whef he Was a child, a boy, a 
young nian, in’ Nazareth, when he wat work- 
ing at. the.carpenter’s bench, or when he 
was engaged in other-tasks and duties,, You 
are just as much working for Christ durin 
the Soon when you are in the. office, wit 
your quick pen ard’yout busy brain, as you 
are when on Sunday you take up your.church 
work’and do that, . He is interested in all 
that you think or sayor do, and is pleased 
when you do even the lowliest, commonest 
things in his name and conscious of liis eye 
upon you, 

Evidently God has given you the capacity, 
as well as the opportunity, for doing sweet 
and beautiful things for the Master. ».‘This 
is the highest honor that could be conferred 
upon you, I think the work which will 
count for most in the end, when God reckons 


ous places, with the huzzas and plaudits of 

the world ringing in their ears, but the work 

of the lowly ones, toiling in obseurity, hear- 
“we ing no word of commendation, receiving no 
human approval, yet going on. patiently, 
‘sweetly, beautifully, -day~after day, doing 
their tasks just as cheerfully, as conscien- 
tiously, and as weil as if they were working 
for the eyes of a million people. 

You do not know what possibilities of 
usefulness and helpfulness God has pat-itito 
your life. ‘The way to develop these possi- 
bilities is just to go quietly and faithfully on, 
day after day, doing the things which come 
to your hand each day, and doing them all 
sweetly and well. God never leads us into 
large places by jumps, Heaven is not 
gained by suddea bounds. We must-climb 
up step by step to gain the lofty héights. 
The way to reach the larger service is to do 
the humbler and lowlier as they come to us. 
The-old metto, ‘*‘ Doe ye nexte thyige,” 
contains a world of wisdom. If we always 
do the next thing it will lead us to another 
next thing and this to another, and so on, 
each one. lifting our feet a little higher, lead- 
ing us into a little wider field. I iove -to 
thitik of the divine guidance somewhat after 
the fashion of that verse in the Psalm which 
says: 





* "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
And light unto my path." 


You-notice the word is lamp or lantern only 
—not a sun, a radiating hemisphere, but a 


preaching and miracle-working and the coni- | 


up the services of his children, will not be) 
that of those who have wrought in conspicu-° 


=> 
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COMPLETE WITHOUT 
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THESE SPLENDID BIBLE STUDY BOOKS 


YOUR LIBRARY. IS-N 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


















5 si Satisfaction 
Absolutely Guaranteed 








Less Than 4 Former Prices: 
They contain the richest 
treasures of fact and: most 
authoritative commentary 
on the Holy Word to be 
found in all sacred litera- 
ture — newly enlarged and 
enriched. 

Now 16 wonderful vol- 
umes. 

_Every Sunday-School 
Teacher, Superintendent, — 
Pastor, Bible Student, Evangelist and 
Christian Home needs these books, -.« »: 


_ 


or" 
Cruden’s Com 


lhe alphabet ‘of use.~ byen the riches of the Hible are half useless if you 
cannot tell where to find them.. 756 pages. former price, $1,50. 


- Jam Pausset, and B n's ~ 
US vale) Coseis bode Old aad Ree Tene hick 
sages, historical phan By unfamiliar custeee ded’ Se _— oe ‘ - 


house of authoritative but lucid notes, concise but pregnant. 1, pages. 
Former price. $9.00. : - Pee. ang ek 


Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible ia. 
A great standard classic, never superseded. . All serious Bible users need their 
—_ qnly —_ than their Cruden. 1,024 pages, finely. illustrated. ‘Former 
pr ice, A e . . ‘ ° 


Fausset’s Critical and Expository Cyclopedia ’ : 
ie erpiece ‘of Compressed ric ; 3700 articles of enormous variety; con- 
: l yet oeiess and thorough, handling both historical and ex tional 
“questions with highest scholarship and r= Ait 750 three-column pages, 
illustrations. Former price, $5.00. 


‘ Kitto's Mlustrated Bible History 
‘ A. brilliant work of-immense popularity, filling. u 
narrative and completing it.in.a rounded “hi 
inne. by Titus. © 735 two-colummn " 





For All Cash 
Payments Price LO: 














of te aw oe 




























the gaps in the Scripture 
amor ie nity (o the destruction ot 
920 ilustrations. Former ptice, 





















r- 


"of Christ's P: serve r his 
ewi Former - 


a4 aren soa en 
trait; bya world famous Christen Jewish Siar, i,s24 pages. 
price, $6.00. , 


Con bears d Howson's Life and Episties of Saint Paul 
Ks ndid work of enduring popularity ane apeeeriiye @ lifelike picture of the 
gteat apostle dnd his’ work, an acute ond “illuminating commentary on his 
epistles, with a style at once full of fitie scholarship and of literary charm. 917 - 
* pages; many fite illustrations, maps, charts, etc. er price. $4.50. 


Geikie’s Hours with the Bible : 
(4 Vols.) Dr. Geikie has enriched these volumes with. knowledge gathered 
through wide reading and study and through information obiainea first hand ” 
—having traveled in ugyPt, Syria, and throughout every k and corner of the 
Holy.Land. His graphic explahation enables every teaclier, Bible student and 
preacher to put the old truths in clear, fresh and winning form. 2,110 pages, 
richly illustrated.. Former price, $6.00. 


i Josephus’ Complete Works 7 

: The. priceless writings of the greatest Jewish leader and statesman in the gene- 
ration after Christ; History and Antiquities of the Jews; the Roman-Jewish 
War, which’ stamped out the Jewish nationality in blood and fire, etc. 978 
pages. Former price, $4.00. 


Sanford’s Concise Cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 
surprising treasury of information regarding Church and Bible History. 
Names, Places and Customs, Creeds and Sects, the early Church, Story of the 
Reformation; Young People’s Societies, Cathedrals, Churches, etc. - 985 pages. 
ormer price, $3.50. 





















beautifully illustrated. 


Gilbert’s Three Thousand Selected Quotations 
A gold mine to speakers and writers. Pithy and eloquent passages from the 
literature of all ages, with complete index of authors ang subjects. _Undenomi- 
national, but evangelical. 681 pages Former price, $2.00. . 








MONTHLY PAYMENT PRICES 


CASH PRICES 





Every book newly made 

and handsomely bound. 

in cloth. Average size of 
volume 95.xG%4x1 











Set, 16 Volumes, $18.00 
1 oe? 48 


2 -00 bye ; unded if books are 
10 $e 14.00. 10 ee 12.00 funded 

5 : 12.00. -8 Ay 10.00 | mot entirely satisfac- 
6 es 10.00 6 se 8.00 

4 “ 8.00°--4: * 6.00 tory. 

2 “ 4.00 2 “ 3.50 





16 Volumes, $16.00 Money cheerfully re- 
12 13.00 











charges. 


nation and return money; deducting orl 
or to any commercial agency. 








, Those at remote points or in*foreign countries desiring us ‘to prepay will send 30 cents 
delivery guaranteed to any station in the Country or to any mail point in the world. We will take back books that are not fy peat ten days after éxami- 
the return ‘tranSportation charges. As to our reliability we refer you to the pu paper 


On the Monthly Payment Plan we uire an advance of $2.00. with order and promise.to pay $1.00 monthly until payment is 
How to Order conipleted. Hooks ibrwarded at wanes on‘réceipt of cash price ‘or’ first instalment of $2.00. 


Purchasers pay freight or express 


r volume to.cover cost of postage Safe 


or express. 


isher of this 








stablis 1866. ; 
S. S. SCRANTON CO>, Publishers, 82 Trumbull Street, HARTFORD, CONN. 








little light we. carry in our, hand which- 


brightens only one step at a-tinre: ‘ 

You have your present duties and your 
present experiences, Be just . the~ best, 
truest, noblest girl you can bé, and. the 
sweetest, most trusting, most loving Chris- 
tian, doing the common task-work of these 
common days just as beautifuly as if you 
were a princess, bearing great. responsibili- 
ties. * Thus God will make. your life a bless: 
ing and lead you on to whatever larger 
things he may have for you-to do. - But I 
am sure that-you will always keep in mind 
this truth, that; the! Jargespiaphere:ia: this, 
world is not the sphere of publicity, where 
human applause is heard, but the sphere of 
service, where you can. do good to others 
about you 
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BE OBEDIENT BE TRUSTWORTHY BE PREPARED BELOYAL BE BRAVE 





Teachers of Boys 


The Sunday School Times Company piv atipats 





We have something of vital importance to communicate to 
BOY SCOUTS (ONLY), and we are depending on 
Sunday-school workers to put us in-touch with them. Will 
you be kind enough to send us the names of a few scouts 
in your school, or tell them to ask us direct for information. 


JIZNRN<Oy oe 


me 








renvrmz me 


BE KIND BE COURTEOUS BE FRIENDLY BE PREPARED BE CHEERFUL 


2>rmra 








(Lesson for Jan. 17) ‘Jan. 2, 1915 - 
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